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MEDICAL  OFFICER  OF  HEALTH’S  DEPARTMENT, 

TOWN  HALL, 

READING. 


September,  1951, 


TO  THE  CHAIRMAN  AND  MEMBERS  OF  THE 
HEALTH  COMMITTEE. 


Ladies  and  Gentlemen, 

I  beg  to  present  the  Annual  Report  for  the  year  1950. 

With  the  exception  of  a  small  increase  in  the  number  of  new 
cases  of  tuberculosis  the  vital  statistic®  are  satisfactory.  For  the 
second  year  m  succession  there  were  no  cases  of  diphtheria  and 
the  number  of  cases  of  poliomyelitis  was  considerably  smaller 
than  in  1949.  Scarlet  Fever  continued  to  be  of  a  very  mild  type 
in  which  the  rash  was  of  very  short  duration  and  in  which  there 
was  very  little  constitutional  disturbance  of  the  patient.  There 
was  also  a  substantial  decrease  in  the  number  of  cases  of 
Whooping  Cough  although  I  would  not  be  bold  enough  to 
attribute  this  entirely  to  immunisation  against  that  disease. 


The  year  1 950  saw  the  conclusion  of  the  second  complete 
year’s  working  of  the  the  National  Health  Service  Act.  There 
are  no  significant  developments  to  report  in  the  administration  of 
this  Act  insofar  as  it  affects  the  Local  Health  Authority  Services 
although  this  year  did  reveal  a  growing  concern  over  the  cost  of 
the  impl^entation  of  certain  parts  of  the  Act. 


But  it  has  become  obvious  that  there  is  justification  for  the 
doubts  which  have  been  expresssed  about  the  wisdom  of  the 
trichotomy  of  the  medical  services  which  has  resulted  from  the 
machinery  set  up  under  the  Act.  There  seems  little  hope  of  an 
early  radical  revision  of  this  machinery  and  therefore  it  behoves 
us  to  make  it  work  as  well  as  possible  under  the  existing 
arrangements. 


It  is  a  pleasure  to  record  the  continued  goodwill  and 
co-operation  which  has  been  extended  to  my  Department  by 
Officers  of  the  Reading  and  District  Management  Committee 
and  of  the  Local  Executive  Council. 
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During  1949  much  preliminary  work  was  carried  out  in 
preparation  for  the  improvements  of  accommodation  for  aged  and 
infirm  people  under  the  National  Assistance  Act  1948  and  early 
in  1950  the  first  of  the  new  Hostels  was  open  at  ‘  Wychcotes,” 
St.  Peter’s  Avenue.  The  accommodation  provided  is  for  fourteen 
old  ladies  and  is  of  high  standard.  Preparations  were  also  made 
for  the  opening  of  other  hostels  at  Warren  House  and  Parkhurst” 
although  these  two  were  not  formally  opened  until  1951.  The 
change  from  the  conditions  at  Battle  Hospital  has  been  much 
appreciated  by  the  residents  and  I  hope  that  it  will  be  possible  to 
carry  out  a  programme  of  steady  expansion  of  this  type  of 
accommodation. 

The  section  of  the  Report  which  deals  with  the  Sanitary 
circumstances  of  the  area  is  a  long  one  but  it  will  repay  careful 
study.  It  reveals  a  very  large  amount  of  routine  and  possibly 
unspectacular  work  which  is  directed  towards  the  maintenance  of 
good  hygienic  conditions  in  the  town. 

Before  I  conclude  this  introduction  I  would  like  to  express 
my  appreciation  of  the  support  which  has  been  given  to  me  by  all 
Members  of  the  Health  Committee  during  the  year  and  also  to 
thank  the  various  members  of  my  staff  for  the  loyal  and  willing 
help  throughout  the  year, 

I  am. 

Your  obedient  servant, 

E.  HUGHES, 

Medical  Officer  of  Health. 


Statistics  and  Social  Conditions  of  the  Area 


(1949  Figures  in 

brackets) 

Area  (acres) 

9,106 

(9,106) 

Population  (estimated  June,  1950)  . . 

115,770 

(115,500) 

Area  Comparability  Factor — 

Births 

Deaths 

.99 

.94 

(-) 

(.95) 

Number  of  inhabited  houses  accord¬ 
ing  to  rate  books  at  31.3.50 

30,262 

(30,032) 

Rateable  Value  (31.12.50) 

£1,126,479 

(£1,105,137) 

Product  of  a  Penny  Rate  (31.3.50)  . . 

£4,630 

(£4,233) 

Total  cost  of  services  administered  by 
the  Health  Committee  and  the 
Welfare  Services  Sub-Committee 
of  the  Education  Committee  for 

the  year  ended  31st  March,  1950: 
Expenditure 

Income 

£156,725 

£33,460 

*(£200,829) 

*(£46,315) 

* — Includes  3  months  hospital  expenditure. 


Birth  Rate 


Live  Births: —  Total  Males 

Females  per  1,000  pop. 

Legitimate  1,650  (1,759)  836  (902) 

Illegitimate  111  (  114)  55  (  55) 

Total  1,761  (1,873)  891  (957) 

814  (857)  14.25 
56  (  59)  0.96 

870  (916)  15.21 

(15.27) 
(  0.99) 
(16.26) 

Infant  deaths  under  one  year: — 

Legitimate 

Illegitimate 

Total 

44 

2 

46 

(45) 

(  4) 

(49) 

Death-rate  of  infants  under  one  year 
1,000  live  births:^ — ■ 

per 

Legitimate  .  .  .  .  ... 

Illegitimate 

Total 

26.67 

18.02 

26.12 

(25.58) 

(35.09) 

(26.16) 

Number  of  still-births 

Rate  per  1,000  births  (total  births).  . 
Deaths  of  infants  under  one  month 

Neo -natal  mortality  rate 

41 

22.75 

36 

20.44 

(41) 

(21.42) 

(33) 

(17.62) 

Deaths — net 

Rate  per  1,000  population 

I, 344 

II. 61 

(1,260) 

(10.93) 
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Number  of  marriages  .  ..  ’  "  -  *  .  985  •  (1,025) 

, .  V '  .  '  ^  <  r,  <  ■ 

Number  of  women  dying  in  or  in  consequence 
of  child-birth:— 


From  sepsis 

— ■ 

(-) 

From  other  causes  .  . 

— 

(1) 

TTotal  .  .  .  .  . .  . . 

• — - 

(1) 

Maternal  mortality  rate 

— 

(0.52) 

Deaths  from  cancer  (all  ages) 

238 

(205) 

Deaths  from  measles  (all  ages) 

1 

(1) 

Deaths  from  whooping  cough  (all  »ages) 

• — • 

(-) 

Deaths  from  diarrhoea  (under  2  years  of  age) 

2 

(2) 

Tuberculosis  deaths: — 

Pulmonary 

39 

(34) 

Non-pulmonary  .  .  .  .  . . 

3 

(5) 

All  forms  .  .  .  .  . .  .  . 

42 

(39) 

Tuberculosis  death-rate  (per  1,000  of  population) — 

Pulmonary 

0.34 

(0.29) 

Non-pulmonary 

0.03 

(0.04) 

All  forms  .  . 

0.36 

(0.34) 
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Comparison  of  Vital  Statistics  for  Reading 
with  those  for  other  Areas 


126  County 
Boroughs  & 


Reading 

England 

and 

Wales 

Great  Towns 
(including 
London) 

(1) 

(2)  , 

(3) 

Rates  per  1,000  Civilian  Population — 

Births — • 

Live  Births 

15.2 

15.8 

17.6 

Still  Births 

0.35 

0.37 

0.45 

Deaths — 

All  causes  . . 

11.6 

11.6 

12.3 

Whooping  Cough 

0.00 

0.01 

0.01 

Tuberculosis 

0.36 

0.36 

0.42 

Acute  Poliomyelitis  and 

Polioencephalitis  . . 

0.008 

0.02 

0.02 

Pneumonia 

0.59 

0.46 

0.49 

Influenza  . . 

0.05 

0.10 

0.09 

Notifications  {corrected) — 

Scarlet  Fever 

2.64 

1.50 

1.56 

Whooping  Cough 

1.01 

3.60 

3.97 

Diphtheria 

0.00 

0.02 

0.03 

Measles 

0.86 

8.39 

8.76 

Pneumonia 

0.38 

0.70 

0.77 

Acute  Poliomyelitis — 

Paralytic 

0.05 

0.13 

0.12 

Non-Paralytic 

0.02 

0.05 

0.05 

Food  Poisoning 

0.07 

0.17 

0.16 

Rates  per  1,000  Live  Births— 

Deaths — 

All  causes  under  1  year  of  age 

26.1 

29.8 

33.8 

Enteritis  and  Diarrhoea  under 

2  years  of  age 

1.1 

1.9 

2.2 

Rates  per  1,000  Total  (Live  and 

Still)  Births— 

Notifications  {corrected) — 

Puerperal  Fever  and  Pyrexia  . . 

7.77 

5.81 

7.43 

Maternal  Mortality — Rates  per 

1,000  Total  (Live  and  Still)  Brths 

International  List  No.  and  Cause. 

Reading 

England  and 
Wales. 

651.  Abortion  with  sepsis 

•  • 

0.00 

0.09 

650,  652.  Other  abortion 

•  • 

0.00 

0.05 

640-649,  670-678.  Complication 
nancy  and  delivery 

of  preg- 

♦  • 

0.00 

0.54 

681.  Sepsis  of  child-birth  and  puerperium 

0.00 

0.03 

680,  682-689.  Other  complications  of  the 
puerperium  . . 

0.00 

0.15 

CAUSES  OF  AND  AGES  AT  DEATH 
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INFANT  MORTALITY,  1950 
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1  of  these  deaths  was  an  illegitimate  child. 
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SUMMARY  OF  INFANT  AND  MATERNAL  MORTALITY  RATES 

SINCE  1901 


Year 

Population 

No.  of  Births 

1 

j 

Birth-rate 
per  1,000 

1  Living 

No.  of  Infant 

Deaths 

Infant 

Mortality 

Maternal 

Mortality 

Total  No. 

of  Deaths 

Death-rate 

per  1,000 

Living 

Sepsis 

Others 

Rate  per 

1,000 

Births 

1901 

72,551 

1967 

27.11 

261 

132.7 

3 

3 

3.05 

1,054 

14.53 

1902 

73,901 

1896 

25.66 

227 

119.7 

2 

— 

1.09 

1.003 

13.57 

1903 

75,277 

2031 

26.98 

246 

121.1 

3 

2 

2.46 

973 

12.92 

1904 

76,678 

1994 

26.00 

262 

131.4 

2 

5 

3.59 

1,065 

13.89 

1905 

78,105 

1986 

25.43 

236 

118.8 

3 

4 

3.6 

1,022 

13.08 

1906 

79,559 

1882 

23.66 

217 

115.3 

4 

6 

5.3 

1,016 

12.77 

1907 

81,040 

1806 

22.28 

164 

90.8 

4 

8 

6.6 

983 

12.13 

1908 

82,549 

1847 

22.37 

182 

98.5 

1 

4 

2.7 

963 

11.66 

1909 

84,085 

1744 

20.74 

166 

95.2 

4 

4 

4.6 

962 

11.44 

1910 

84,355 

1673 

19.83 

126 

75.3 

3 

4 

4.2 

844 

10.00 

1911 

87,693 

1605 

21.32 

164 

102.2 

5 

3 

4.9 

911 

12.10 

1912 

88,603 

1896 

21.40 

160 

84.4 

3 

3 

3.2 

1,015 

11.45 

1913 

89,339 

1871 

20.94 

150 

80.2 

4 

4 

4.3 

1,035 

11.58 

1914 

90,083 

1819 

20.19 

161 

88.5 

1 

6 

3.9 

1,082 

12.01 

1915 

86,299 

1792 

19.89 

147 

82.0 

3 

3 

3.4 

1,199 

13.89 

1916 

92,563 

1794 

19.38 

145 

80.8 

4 

— 

2.2 

1,230 

14.46 

1917 

91,936 

1420 

15.44 

140 

98.6 

3 

4 

4.9 

1,172 

14.21 

1918 

92,320 

1582 

17.14 

115 

72.7 

3 

4 

4.4 

1,317 

15.98 

1919 

95,175 

1593 

16.7 

109 

68.4 

1 

3 

2.5 

1,091 

11.9 

1920 

95,387 

2278 

24.8 

152 

66.7 

4 

7 

3.9 

1,016 

11.04 

1921 

92,274 

1892 

20.4 

114 

60.2 

— 

1 

0.5 

1,069 

10.7 

1922 

92,990 

1729 

18.5 

109 

63.04 

— 

2 

1.16 

1,135 

12.2 

1923 

93,160 

1705 

18.3 

88 

51.6 

3 

8 

6.4 

1,036 

11.12 

1924 

93,680 

1603 

17.1 

86 

53.6 

— 

5 

3.1 

1,006 

10.7 

1925 

93,910 

1509 

16.07 

85 

56.3 

2 

5 

4.6 

1,042 

11.12 

1926 

93,290 

1642 

17.6 

83 

50.5 

4 

1 

3.0 

1,139 

12.2 

1927 

94,890 

1456 

15.3 

62 

42.5 

1 

2 

2.0 

1,165 

12.3 

1928 

97,190 

1489 

15.48 

80 

53.6 

4 

6 

6.7 

1,147 

11.9 

1929 

97,050 

1446 

14.9 

75 

50.5 

1 

3 

2.8 

1,373 

14.1 

1930 

97,050 

1404 

14.4 

77 

54.8 

— 

3 

2.1 

1,114 

11.4 

1931 

97,149 

1477 

15.1 

66 

44.6 

1 

3 

2.7 

1,169 

12.0 

1932 

97,636 

1396 

14.3 

77 

55.2 

1  . 

5 

4.29 

1,253 

12.8 

1933 

98,950 

1380 

13.9 

87 

63.0 

1 

4 

2.9 

1,370 

13.6 

1934 

99,250 

1414 

14.25 

58 

41.02 

3 

1 

2.8 

1,183 

11.9 

1935 

99,600 

1475 

14.8 

76 

51.5  - 

2 

1 

1.9 

1,230 

12.3 

1936 

100,000 

1436 

14.3 

73 

51.0 

1 

2 

2.1 

1,275 

12.8 

1937 

100,200 

1581 

15.8 

79 

49.7 

— 

3 

1.8 

1,306 

13.0 

1938 

100,400 

1582 

15.7 

60 

39.9 

1 

6 

4.4 

1,259 

12.5 

1939 

100,600 

1564 

15.5 

79 

50.5 

1 

5 

3.9 

1,327 

13.2 

1940 

114,600 

1725 

15.0 

88 

51.0 

— 

1 

0.5 

1,606 

14.1 

1941 

124,800 

1913 

15.3 

113 

59.0 

2 

5 

3.7 

1,532 

12.2 

1942 

117,800 

1833 

15.5 

70 

38.2 

1 

1 

1.1 

1,298 

11.0 

1943 

113,000 

1925 

17.03 

83 

43.1 

1 

4 

2.6 

1,385 

12.2 

1944 

111,340 

2139 

19.2 

87 

40.7 

— 

4 

1.8 

1,311 

12.0 

1945 

108,830 

2066 

18.8 

98 

47.4 

1 

3 

1.9 

1,400 

12.8 

1946 

111,340 

2226 

20.0 

98 

44.0 

— 

2 

0.89 

1,382 

12.4 

1947 

112,960 

2533 

22.4 

89 

35.1 

— 

2 

0.77 

1,395 

12.3 

1948 

114,500 

2100 

17.88 

71 

34.6 

2 

2 

1.9 

1,311 

11.45 

1949 

115,500 

1873 

16.26 

47 

26.2 

— 

1 

0.52 

1,260 

10.93 

1950 

115,770 

1761 

15.21 

46 

26.1 

— 

— 

— 

1,344 

11.61 

Employment.  I  am  indebted  to  the  Manager  of  the  Employ¬ 
ment  Exchange  for  the  following  information: — • 


The  twelve  main  industries  carried  on  in  this  area  are: — 
Agriculture 
Engineering 

Aircraft  and  Vehicle  (Manufacture  and  Repair) 

Bread  and  Biscuit  Manufacture 
Brewing  and  Malting 
Printing  and  Publishing 
Building  • 

Transport  Services 
Distributive  Trades 
National  Government  Service 
Local  Government  Service 
Hotel  and  Catering  Trades 

The  number  of  persons  registered  as  unemployed  at  the  Reading 
Employment  Exchange  and  Reading  Youth  Employment  Bureau 
during  1950  was  as  follows: — 


Month 

M. 

W. 

B. 

G. 

Total 

March 

549 

170 

16 

14 

749 

June 

460 

138 

10 

14 

622 

September  . . 

346 

211 

27 

34 

618 

December  . . 

383 

160 

9 

8 

560 

The  insured  population,  excluding  self  and  non-employed,  at 
July,  1948,  was  approximately  68,500  (latest  available  figures).* 

It  will  be  noted  that  the  percentage  of  persons  registered  as 
unemployed  is  normally  less  than  1%  of  the  insured  population. 
Of  the  men  unemployed,  approximately  40%  are  persons  registered 
under  the  Disabled  Persons  Act,  1944,  and  many  of  the  remainder 
are  elderly  unskilled  workers. 

METERIOLOGICAL  REPORT 

Sunshine  Hours — The  following  table  gives  the  readings 
taken  at  Sutton’s  Seed  Trial  Grounds  for  the  year: — 

A — Monthly  aggregates  of  sunshine  hours. 

B — Daily  mean  sunshine  hours. 

C — Daily  mean  expressed  as  percentage  of  possible  sunshine. 
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Total  Rainfall  28.23  Highest  89  Lowest  23 
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NATIONAL  HEALTH  SERVICE  ACT,  1946 

SECTION  21— PROVISION  OF  HEALTH  CENTRES 

No  action  has  been  taken  in  respect  of  the  provision  of  Health 
Centres  under  the  above  section,  except  that  certain  sites  have  been 
provisionally  earmarked.  A  certain  amount  of  discussion  took 
place  during  the  year  with  General  Practitioners  in  the  town  but 
they  stated,  not  unnaturally,  that  they  wished  to  have  more  informa¬ 
tion  about  the  operation  of  Health  Centres  before  they  would  express 
a  definite  opinion  as  to  whether  or  not  they  were  prepared  to  work 
in  Health  Centres  should  they  be  erected.  Unfortunately,  we  were 
unable  to  give  this  information,  and  indeed,  in  my  opinion,  the  whole 
question  of  the  provision  of  Health  Centres  must  be  regarded  as  being 
in  a  very  early  stage.  Furthermore  it  is  much  easier  to  provide 
Health  Centres  for  large  new  housing  estates  containing  several 
thousand  houses  than  it  is  to  provide  Health  Centres  in  a  built  up 
town  such  as  Reading  where  the  new  housing  estates  are  compara¬ 
tively  small. 

SECTION  22— CARE  OF  MOTHERS  AND  YOUNG  CHILDREN 

There  have  been  no  significant  alterations  in  these  arrangements 
during  1950. 

Infant  Welfare  Clinics.  There  are  8  infant  welfare  clinics 
which  have  a  total  of  14  sessions  per  week.  All  clinics  were  well 
attended. 

The  medical  staff  comprises  2  general  practitioners  (part-time) 
and  2  assistant  medical  officers  (whole  time).  Dr.  Gilford  who 
has  carried  on  work  at  Infant  Welfare  Clinics  since  1918  retired  at 
the  end  of  the  year.  Tributes  were  paid  to  Dr.  Gilford’s  pioneer 
work  and  a  presentation  was  made  to  him  by  His  Worship  the 
Mayor  after  he  had  taken  his  last  clinic. 

The  table  on  page  17  gives  a  summary  of  the  attendance  at 
the  clinics  during  1950  : — 

Day  Nurseries.  There  are  2  day  nurseries  in  the  town  which 
provide  accommodation  respectively  for  40  and  45  children  up  to 
the  age  of  5  years;  both  nurseries  are  accommodated  in  adapted 
private  houses. 

During  the  year  we  undertook  a  review  of  the  categories  of 
children  who  are  considered  eligible  for  admission  to  the  day 
nurseries.  It  has  been  decided  that  children  of  widows,  divorcees 
or  women  who  have  been  deserted  by  their  husbands  or  single  girls 
shall  have  priority.  It  is  not  the  policy  of  the  Council  to  provide 
accommodation  for  children  whose  father  is  working  unless  there 
are  some  very  special  circumstances. 

Attendance  tables  are  given  on  pages  17  and  18. 
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Infant  Welfare  Clinic 


Centre 

No.  of 

Sessions 

New 

Attendances 

Re- 

Attendances 

Average 

Attendances 

Under 
1  year 
of  age 

Over 

1  year 
of  age 

Star  Lane,  London  Street,  Reading — 

Wednesday 

51 

151 

9 

3,967 

81 

Friday 

51 

83 

11 

2,299 

46 

Elm  Park  Hall,  Oxford  Rd.,  Reading 

Tuesday,  a.m. 

51 

54 

5 

2,003 

40 

Tuesday,  p.m. 

51 

106 

5 

3,801 

77 

Thursday 

52 

78 

3 

3,113 

61 

Park  Institute,  Wokingham  Rd, 
Reading 

Monday 

48 

98 

12 

3,440 

74 

Friday 

51 

107 

10 

3,718 

75 

West  Memorial  Institute,  Caversham 

Tuesday 

51 

93 

5 

2,594 

53 

Thursday 

52 

78 

19 

2,471 

49 

Tilehurst  Village  Hall,  Tilehurst 

48 

73 

10 

2,614 

56 

Whitley  Clinic 

Wednesday 

51 

149 

4 

3,177 

65 

Friday 

52 

104 

11 

3,014 

60 

St.  Mary  Magdalen,  Oxford  Road  .  . 

51 

79 

7 

2,605 

53 

Shinfield,  Tyndale  Free  Church 

52 

75 

8 

2,152 

43 

Totals 

712 

1,328 

119 

40,968 

60 

Daily  Average  attendance  for  each  month  of  the  year, 
1950.  0-5  years  (Monday  to  Friday) — 


Nursery 

d 

Feb. 

Mar. 

April 

May 

June 

July 

Aug. 

Sept. 

Oct. 

Nov. 

Dec. 

Totals 

Holybrook  House 

29 

34 

37 

39 

37 

37 

31 

29 

31 

34 

34 

34 

406 

Victoria  Square 

39 

38 

40 

38 

38 

36 

40 

36 

40 

38 

38 

37 

458 

68 

72 

77 

77 

75 

73 

71 

65 

71 

72 

72 

71 

864 
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The  following  details  relate  to  the  position  as  at  31st  December, 

1950 


No.  of  children  on  the 

Average  daily 

No.  of  Approved  Places 

register  at 

the  end  of 

attendance  for  year 

the  year 

0-2 

2-5 

0-2 

2-5 

0-2 

2-5 

40 

45 

25 

55 

25 

48 

Care  of  Premature  Infants.  It  was  not  possible  to  obtain 
a  suitable  applicant  for  the  post  of  premature  baby  nurse,  therefore 
the  arrangements  for  this  service  remain  substantially  as  they  were 
in  previous  years,  i.e.,  the  majority  of  the  children  are  removed  to 
hospital  and  the  remainder  are  nursed  as  well  as  possible  by  the 
domiciliary  midwives.  Each  midwife  has  a  special  cot  and  a  special 
set  of  clothing  available  at  her  house  and  there  is  an  arrangement 
whereby  an  oxygen  tent  and  supplies  of  oxygen  are  kept  at  the 
ambulance  depot  and  can  be  sent  out  whenever  required. 


Dental  Care  of  Expectant  Mothers  and  Young  Children. 

This  work  is  carried  out  by  the  school  dental  officers,  but  owing  to 
shortage  of  staff  the  service  has  had  to  be  restricted. 

Mr.  J.  Campbell,  L.D.S.,  reports  as  follows : — 

Pre-school  children.  The  number  of  pre-school  children, 
brought  for  treatment,  again  shows  an  increase  on  the  previous  year, 
with  a  corresponding  increase  in  the  amount  of  work  done. 

It  is  regrettable  that  a  much  greater  number  of  teeth  have  had 
to  be  extracted  but  this  is,  unfortunately,  unavoidable  at  present, 
as  the  majority  of  cases  are  in  a  septic  condition  before  being  seen  by 
the  Dental  Officer.  This  fact  is  emphasised  by  the  increase  in  the 
number  of  general  anaesthetics  in  this  section. 

Early  dental  inspection  is  the  only  remedy  for  this  state  of 
affairs  but  is  impossible  with  the  present  staff. 

Expectant  and  Nursing  Mothers.  This  important  part  of 
our  work  shows  a  severe  decline  in  numbers,  as  owing  to  the  require¬ 
ments  of  the  children,  extensive  work  for  the  mothers  has  been 
impossible. 

The  appended  tables  denote  the  work  performed  during  the 
year  : — 


(a)  Numbers  provided  with  dental  care 
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Maternity  and  Child  Welfare,  1950 
Dental  Treatment 


Pre-school 

Ante  and 
Post  Natal 

Inspections 

319” 

32 

Treated 

319 

32 

Attendances 

577 

72 

Extractions 

396 

33 

Local  Anaesthetics 

14 

12 

General  ,, 

182 

3 

Fillings 

177 

17 

Scale  and  Clean 

4 

3 

Silver  Nitrate 

256 

— 

Dressings 

107 

24 

X-rays  .  .  .  .  ,  . 

— 

— 

Full  Dentures 

— 

4 

Part  Dentures 

— 

4 

Repairs  to  Dentures 

— 

1 

Advice 

16 

14 

Discharged  ... 

270 

20 

Ante-Natal  Clinics.  During  the  year  we  introduced  a  further 
session  for  ante-natal  work  at  the  Whitley  Clinic  and  thus  at  the 
end  of  the  year  there  were  2  municipal  ante-natal  clinics  with  a 
total  of  5  sessions  per  week.  In  addition,  a  number  of  expectant 
mothers  who  reside  in  the  western  end  of  the  town  attend  the  ante¬ 
natal  clinic  which  is  held  at  Battle  Hospital.  The  Queen  Victoria 
Institute  hold  one  ante-natal  clinic  per  week  for  pupil  midwives, 
using  one  of  the  municipal  clinic  premises. 

The  method  of  co-operation  with  the  General  Practitioners, 
to  which  reference  was  made  in  my  annual  report  for  1949,  has 
continued  to  work  satisfactorily. 

Post-Natal  Clinics.  There  are  no  special  sessions  for  post¬ 
natal  work;  this  work  is  carried  out  at  the  end  of  the  ante-natal 
sessions  under  the  arrangements  outlined  above. 


The  following  is  a  record  of  the  number  of  mothers  attending 
ante-natal  and  post-natal  clinics  and  the  total  number  of  attendances 
during  the  year  : — 


Clinic 

Number  of 
sessions 
held 

New 

patients 

Re 

attendances 

Post- 

Natal 

Star  Lane 

138 

235 

1,271 

86 

Whitley 

150 

211 

1,177 

66 

Queen  Victoria  Institute  . . 

51 

79 

393 

_ ♦ 

*This  is  carried  out  in  patient’s  own  home. 
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During  the  year  444  examinations  were  carried  out  for  Rhesus 
factor,  haemoglobin  estimation,  Kahn  Test  and  Blood  grouping. 

Women’s  Advisory  Clinic.  This  clinic  is  organized  by  a 
voluntary  association  which  uses  the  Star  Lane  clinic  premises. 
Sessions  were  held  twice  a  month. 

Total  number  of  new  attendances  370 
Total  attendances  . .  . .  1,800 

Since  the  clinic  was  first  instituted  2,622  women  have  attended 
for  advice. 

Care  of  Unmarried  Mothers  and  their  Children.  This 
work  continues  to  be  carried  out  in  co-operation  with  the  Bradfield 
and  Reading  Association  for  Moral  Welfare  and  other  agencies. 
During  the  year  the  Corporation  accepted  responsibility  for  5 
unmarried  mothers. 

National  Society  for  the  Prevention  of  Cruelty  to 
Children.  Mr.  Tilley  reports  as  follows : — “  274  cases  were 
reported  and  investigated,  all'  of  which  were  found  to  be  true. 
They  involved  the  welfare  of  627  children.  The  cases  came  under 


the  following  category  : — 

Neglect  . .  . .  . .  127 

Advice  sought  ..  ..  118 

Ill  treatment  . .  . .  25 

Assault  . .  . .  . .  2 

Immoral  surroundings  . .  2 


They  were  dealt  with  by  warnings  157,  advice  117.  In  all  1,364 
supervisions  were  made  and  in  addition  1,822  miscellaneous  visits 
were  made.  Three  cases  were  prosecuted  and  14  cases  dealt  with 
in  the  Juvenile  Court.” 


SECTION  23— MIDWIFERY. 

During  the  year  Miss  Palmer,  Municipal  midwife,  retired  and 
she  was  not  replaced  although  the  vacancy  in  the  establishment 
has  been  retained.  The  Queen  Victoria  Institute  employs  6  mid¬ 
wives  on  an  agency  basis.  The  Institute  is,  in  addition,  a  recognised 
training  school  for  Part  II  of  the  C.M.B.  Examinations. 

All  midwives  are  now  trained  to  administer  gas  and  air 
analgesia  and  supplies  of  machines  are  adequate. 

The  trend  of  midwifery  practice  in  Reading  is  shown  by  the 
following  table  : — 
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Year 

Total 

Confinements 

Domiciliary 

Confinements 

Percentage 
of  Total 

1938 

1,552 

1,000 

64.4 

1939 

1,564 

897 

57.7 

1940 

1,725 

931 

54.0 

1941 

1,913 

931 

49.0 

1942 

1,833 

858 

46.8 

1943 

1,925 

907 

47.0 

1944 

2,139 

925 

43.2 

1945 

2,066 

806 

39.0 

1946 

2.226 

791 

35.5 

1947 

2,250 

765 

34.0 

1948 

2,100 

645 

30.7 

1949 

1,855 

603 

32.5 

1950 

1,809 

559 

30.9 

Once  again  I  would  like  to  express  my  appreciation  of  the  work 
of  the  Officers  of  the  Reading  and  District  Hospital  Management 
Committee  for  their  co-operation  in  respect  of  institutional  mid¬ 
wifery.  The  scheme  outlined  in  my  Report  for  1949  has  continued 
and  I  am  pleased  to  report  that ’every  case’  for  which  we  have  asked 
admission  to  an  institution  on  social  grounds  has  been  accommo¬ 
dated. 

The  table  on  page  23  gives  particulars  of  Midwives  practising 
in  Reading  on  December  31st,  1950  : — 

Medical  Aid  under  Section  14  (1)  of  the  Midwives’  Act, 
1918.  Number  of  cases  in  which  medical  aid  was  summoned  during 
the  year  under  Section  14  (1)  of  the  Midwives’  Act,  1918,  by  a 
midwife  : — 

{a)  For  Domiciliary  Cases — 

(i)  Where  the  medical  practitioner  had  arranged 

to  provide  the  patient  with  maternity 
medical  services  under  the  National  Health 
Service  . .  .  .  .  .  .  .  75 

(ii)  Others  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  44 

{b)  For  cases  in  Institutions  . .  .  .  101 

—  * 

The  table  on  page  24  gives  details  of  the  work  carried  out  by 

these  midwives  in  the  borough  : — 


o 


0 


Domiciliary 

Midwives 

Midwives  in 
Institutions 

Total 

(a)  Midwives  employed  by  the  Authority 

4 

Nil 

4 

(b)  Midwives  employed  by  Voluntary 
Organisations 

(i)  Under  arrangements  with  the 
Local  Health  Authority  in 
pursuance  of  Section  23  of  the 
National  Health  Service  Act  .  . 

6 

6 

(ii)  Otherwise  (including  Hospitals 
not  transferred  to  the  Minister 
under  the  National  Health 
Service  Act) 

(c)  Midwives  employed  by  Hospital 
Management  Committees  or 
Boards  of  Governors  under  the 
National  Health  Service  Act  .  . 

25 

25 

(d)  Midwives  in  Private  Practice  (in¬ 
cluding  Midwives  employed  in 
Nursing  Homes) 

1 

16 

17 

Totals 

11 

41 

52 

Gas  and  Air  Analgesia.  Adequate  provision  is  made  for 
this  important  service  as  will  be  seen  from  the  table  on.  page  27. 

Preliminary  instruction  in  the  use  of  the  apparatus  is  given  to 
expectant  mothers  who  attend  the  Municipal  Ante-Natal  Clinics. 

(1)  Institutional  Midioives 

Number  of  institutional  midwives  in  practice  in  the  area  at 
the  end  of  the  year  qualified  to  administer  gas  and  air  analgesia  in 
accordance  with  the  requirements  of  the  Central  Midwives  Board: — 

[a)  Employed  in  homes  and  hospitals  in  the  National 

Health  Service  .  .  .  .  .  .  . .  .  .  20 

{b)  Employed  in  nursing  homes  or  in  maternity  homes 

and  hospitals  not  in  the  National  Health  Service  .  .  5 

Institutional  Midwifery.  The  following  table  shows  the 
records  of  institutional  midwifery  at  hospitals  within  the  borough 
but  administered  by  the  Oxford  Regional  Hospital  Board  : — 

Dellwood — 

Number  of  patients  delivered  by  midwives  .  .  351 

Number  of  patients  delivered  by  doctors'  .  .  .  .  102 

Number  of  cases  in  which  medical  aid  was  sought  by 

midwives  in  cases  of  emergency  .  .  .  .  96 

Number  of  infants  wholly  breast-fed  .  .  .  .  424 

Maternal  deaths  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  — 
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Grove— 

Number  of  patients  delivered  by  midwives  .  .  525 

Number  of  patients  delivered  by  doctors  .  .  . .  45 

Number  of  cases  in  which  medical  assistance  was  sought 

by  midwives  in  cases  of  emergency  .  .  .  .  82 

Number  of  infants  wholly  breast-fed  .  .  .  .  523 

Maternal  deaths  .  .  .  .  . .  .  .  — 

Battle  Hospital — 

Number  of  patients  delivered  by  midwives  .  .  81 

Number  of  patients  delivered  by  doctors  .  .  . .  25 

Number  of  infants  wholly  breast-fed  .  .  .  .  77 

Maternal  deaths  .  .  .  .  . .  . .  — 

Royal  Berkshire  Hospital- — 

Number  of  patients  delivered  by  midwives  . .  236 

Number  of  patients  delivered  by  doctors  .  .  . .  221 

Number  of  infants  wholly  breast-fed  . .  . .  399 

Maternal  deaths  .  .  .  .  . .  . .  — 

During  the  year  54  women  notified  their  intention  to  practise 
as  midwives  and  25  as  maternity  nurses. 

It  must  be  remembered  that  the  above  institutions  deal  with 
cases  from  outside  the  borough  as  well  as  inside  the  borough. 

Stillbirths.  The  following  analysis  of  the  38  stillbirths  which 
occurred  during  the  year  is  of  interest : — 

18  occurred  in  hospital  including  13  transfers  from  Nursing  Homes 
and  domiciliary  midwives. 

6  occurred  in  Nursing  Homes  including  2  transfers  from  Districts. 

13  were  domiciliary  cases  and  occurred  on  districts.  None  occurred 
in  private  Nursing  Homes. 


Possible  causes  were  : — 

Malformation  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  5 

Malpresentation  .  .  .  .  .  .  7 

B.B.A.  . ,  . .  .  .  . .  3 

Premature  labour  associated  with  Toxaemia.  .  13 

Maternal  Toxaemia  .  .  .  .  .  .  7 

R.H.  Factor  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  2 

Post  Maturity  .  .  .  .  .  .  1 


Puerperal  Pyrexia. 

There  were  9  notified  cases  of  Puerperal  Pyrexia. 
None  of  these  were  due  to  Puerperal  Sepsis. 

8  occurred  in  hospital  including  3  transfers  from 
Nursing  Homes  and  domiciliary  midwives. 

1  was  domiciliary. 

None  occurred  in  any  Nursing  Home. 
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Causes  were  : — 


Post  operative 

Influenza 

Toxaemia 


3 

1 

5 


Pemphigus  Neonatorum 

None  reported. 

Ophthalmia  Neonatorum 

1  Domiciliary  case. 

Referred  to  hospital  for  treatment.  Discharged 
with  sight  undamaged. 

SECTION  24— HEALTH  VISITING 

Towards  the  end  of  the  year  it  was  possible  to  take  the  first 
step  in  the  amalgamation  of  the  Health  Visiting  and  the  School 
Health  Nursing  Service  owing  to  the  resignation  of  one  of  the 
School  Nurses. 

The  Superintendent  health  visitor  acts  as  inspector  of  midwives. 
In  addition  there  are  two  health  visitors  who  are  occupied  solely 
in  Tuberculosis  work  but  ultimately  it  is  hoped  that  Tuberculosis 
visiting  will  be  incorporated  in  the  general  duties  of  the  health 
visitors. 

One  health  visitor  was  recruited  through  the  Assisted  Training 
Scheme  and  another  health  visitor  is  at  present  undergoing  training 
under  this  Scheme.  At  the  end  of  the  year  there  were  9  Visitors 
engaged  on  whole-time  visiting  and  1  engaged  on  part-time  visiting 
in  addition  to  the  Superintendent  health  Visitor. 

During  the  year  the  health  visitors  have  worked  in  close  co¬ 
operation  with  hospital  services  by  providing  reports  on  special 
cases  and  arranging  for  special  follow-up  visits.  In  addition  they 
have  “vetted”  chronic  sick  patients  who  are  on  the  waiting  list  for 
admission  to  hospital.  In  practice  we  find  that  the  health  visitor 
is  a  most  important  link  between  the  various  branches  of  the  National 
Health  Service  and  with  other  departments  of  the  Corporation 
which  deal  with  children. 

The  following  is  a  summary  of  the  work  carried  out  by  the 
Health  Visiting  staff  during  the  year  : — 


First  visits  after  receipt  of  notification 
Visits  to  children  1  to  5  years  .  . 
Re-visits  to  children  under  1  year 
Special  Visits 

Visits  to  expectant  mothers 
Visits  to  cases  of  infectious  disease 


1,683 

17,743 

10,820 

1,237 

1,122 


20 


Total 


32,625 


(2)-^DOMICILIARY  MIDWIVES 
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In  addition  to  the  above,  the  following  special  visits  were  paid 
by  the  Superintendent  Health  Visitor : — 


Visits  to  midwives  .  .  .  .  .  .  41 

District  supervision  of  nursings  ..  10 

Visits  to  Nursing  Homes  .  .  .  .  49 

,,  ,,  Hospitals  .  .  .  .  .  .  17 

,,  ,,  Private  Maternity  Nurses  .  .  2 

,,  ,,  Nurseries  .  .  .  .  .  .  12 

,,  ,,  Premature  babies  .  .  .  .  10 

,,  ,,  Chronic  Sick  .  .  .  .  7 

,,  for  still-birth  enquiries  .  .  .  .  34 

Clinic  Talks  to  Mothers  .  .  .  .  9 

Lecture  to  Midwives  .  .  .  .  .  .  7 

Miscellaneous  Visits  .  .  .  .  .  .  36 


SECTION  25— HOME  NURSING 

Our  arrangements  with  the  Queen  Victoria  Institute  have 
continued  to  function  satisfactorily  throughout  the  year.  Unfor¬ 
tunately,  we  are  still  hindered  by  a  shortage  of  stafF  and  I  regret  to 
say  that  in  some  instances  we  have  had  to  curtail  the  number  of 
nursing  visits  because  of  this  shortage. 

The  following  table  gives  a  summary  of  the  work  for  1950  : — 
Number  of  cases  on  books  on  first  day 


of  the  year  .  .  . .  . .  388 

Number  of  new  cases  nursed  during  the 
year  .  .  . .  . .  . .  2,373 

Referred  by — 

Patient’s  family  doctor  .  .  .  .  1,901 

Hospital  . .  . .  . .  216 

Patient’s  application  .  .  .  .  256 

Classification  of  new  cases — 

Medical  . .  . .  .  .  .  .  1,997 

Surgical  .  .  . .  ...  .  .  376 

Total  number  of  general  nursing  visits 

paid  during  the  year  .  .  .  .  84,029 

Classification  of  discharges — 

Convalescent  .  .  .  .  .  .  1,082 

Transferred  to  Hospital  .  .  .  .  310 

Died  . .  . .  . ,  .  .  357 

Relieved  . .  . .  . .  .  .  666 

Number  of  cases  on  the  books  on  the 

last  day  of  the  year  .  .  .  .  346 
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(1) 

Number  of  Home  Nurses 
Employed  at  31st  Dec., 
1950 

Equivalent  of 
Whole-Time 
Services 
Devoted  by 
Home  Nurses 
included  in 
cols.  (2)  &  (3) 
to  Home 
Nursing 

(4) 

Number  of 
Visits  Paid  by 
Home  Nurses 
during  the 
year 

(5) 

Number  of 
Cases 

Attended  by 
HomeNurses 
during  the 
year 

(6) 

Whole-Time 

on 

Home  Nursing 

(2) 

Part- 
Time  on 
Home 
Nursing 

(3) 

Local  Health 
Authority 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

Voluntary 

Organisations 

by 

Agreement 
with  the 
Authority 

Admin.  3 

Queen’s  9 

Candidates  7 

2 

1 

84,029 

2,762 

SECTION  26— VACCINATION  AND  IMMUNISATION 

Immunisation  against  Diphtheria  and  against  Whooping  Cough, 
either  in  combination  or  separately,  is  carried  out  by  Medical  Officers 
of  the  Local  Authority  at  special  Clinic  sessions  and  also  by  General 
Practitioners  in  the  area.  It  will  be  seen  that  the  proportion  of 
children  immunised  continues  at  a  satisfactory  level. 

V 

Immumsation.  The  following  table  gives  the  position  as  at 
31st  December,  1950.  These  include  children  who  were  given 
combined  diphtheria  and  whooping  cough  immunisation. 


Age  at 
31/12/50 
i.e.,  Bom 
in  Year 

Under  1 
1950 

1 

1949 

2 

1948 

3 

1947 

4 

1946 

5-9 

1941-1945 

10-14 

1936-1940 

Total 
under  15 

Number 

Immunised 

30 

1,005 

1,170 

1,673 

1,467 

5,903 

6,254 

17,502 

Estimated 

mid-year 

I  Population 

1  1950 

9,420 

=  56.74  per  cent 
immunised 

15,900 

=  76.46  per  cent 
immunised 

Booster  Doses  for  Diphtheria  alone  375 

do.  for  Diphtheria  and  Whooping  Cough  26 

The  number  of  children  who  completed  the  course  of  innocula- 
tion  with  Pertussis  Vaccines  (including  Alum  Precipitated  Vaccines 
and  Vaccines  combined  with  Diphtheria  prophylactic)  during  the 
year  1950  was  as  follows  : — 
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Age  at  Date  of 

Final  Injection 

Total 

Under 

1  year 

1-4 

years 

5-14 

years 

417 

501 

76 

994 

Booster  Doses  37  (Combined  Whooping  Cough  and  Diphtheria  26 

Whooping  Cough)  .  .  .  .  .  .  11 


Vaccination.  The  following  table  gives  the  position  as  at 
December  31st,  1950  — 


Age  at  31st  Dec., 
1950,  i.e..  Bom 
in  year 

Under  1 
1950 

1  to  4 
1946  to  1949 

5  to  14 
1936  to  1945 

15  or  over 
Before  1936 

Total 

Number 

Vaccinated 

480 

159 

94 

129 

862 

Number 

Re- Vaccinated 

— 

4 

14 

118 

136 

It  will  be  seen  that  the  numbers  vaccinated  show  an  appreciable 
increase  on  1949  but  the  percentage  of  children  vaccinated  in 
relation  to  the  total  number  of  births  still  remains  too  low. 


SECTION  27^AMBULANCE  SERVICE 

There  were  no  major  developments  in  this  service  during  the 
year.  At  the  end  of  the  year  there  were  six  vehicles  stationed  at 
the  Central  Transport  Depot  plus  1  ambulance  stationed  at  the 
Isolation  Hospital.  This  latter  ambulance  is  reserved  for  cases  of 
Smallpox.  The  St.  John’s  Ambulance  Brigade  provides  1  ambulance 
by  which  it  carries  out  certain  duties  as  agent  to  the  Corporation. 
The  British  Red  Cross  Society  also  undertakes  some  ambulance 
journeys  at  the  request  of  the  Corporation;  this  service  ranks  as  a 
supplementary  ambulance  service.  During  the  year  we  acquired  1 
new  ambulance  vehicle. 

The  hospital  car  service  continued  to  function  as  previously 
and  at  the  end  of  the  year  there  were  25  drivers  available. 

A  number  of  conferences  were  held  with  representatives  of 
neighbouring  Local  Authorities  and  the  Reading  &  District  Hospital 
Management  Committee  and  the  Reading  Executive  Council  in 
order  make  to  sure  that  the  service  was  being  administered  as 
economicaly  as  possible.  The  most  important  factor  still  remains 
the  Medical  Certificate,  and  Medical  Certificates  which  recommend 
ambulance  transport  must  be  honoured  but  as  far  as  possible  all 
administrativ  ecauses  of  waste  journeys  have  been  eliminated.  The 
following  table  gives  a  summary  of  the  work  done  during  1950  : — 
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No.  of 
vehicles  at 
31/12/50 

Total  No. 
of  calls 
during 
year 

Total  No. 
of  patients 
carried 
during  the 
year 

No.  of 
accidents 
and 

emergency 

calls 

Total 

mileage 

Directly  provided 
by  the  Authority 

Ambulances 

7 

Cars 

9,704 

10,207 

1,064 

92,374 

Agency  Services 

Ambulances 

1 

Cars 

984 

1,944 

11,894 

Supplementary 

Services 

Ambulances 

1 

Cars 

25 

14 

7,300 

14 

7,408 

— 

1,988 

78,062 

SECTION  28— PREVENTION  OF  ILLNESS,  CARE  AND 

AFTER-CARE 


Tuberculosis.  The  Reading  Tuberculosis  Care  Association 
continued  to  act  as  the  agent  of  the  Local  Health  Authority  in  this 
work. 

Towards  the  end  of  the  year  Mrs.  Janet  Snow  was  appointed 
as  a  whole-time  Welfare  Officer  for  this  type  of  work  and  her  duties 
have  extended  to  cover  patients  in  the  Park  Hospital.  She  also  acts 
as  Secretary  to  the  Reading  Tuberculosis  Care  Association,  and 
reports  as  follows  : — 

“For  the  past  twelve  months  the  Reading  Tuberculosis  Care 
Association  has  continued  to  act  as  agents  for  the  Local  Health 
Authority  in  this  work. 

“  The  Executive  Committee  at  their  monthly  meetings  have 
considered  nearly  200  applications  for  assistance.  These  have 
covered  a  wide  range  of  items  necessary  for  the  health  and  well¬ 
being  of  patients.  The  provision  of  bedding,  wireless  equipment, 
and  fees  for  domestic  help  has  done  much  to  encourage  and  assist 
them  to  undergo  long  term  treatment  at  home.  This  has  become 
more  necessary  with  the  shortage  of  sanatorium  beds.  As  in  past 
years  the  greatest  number  of  applications  has  been  for  the  provision 
of  free  milk. 

Grants  continue  to  be  made  for  the  maintenance  of  patients 
at  training  settlements;  assistance  to  meet  the  cost  of  holidays 
recommended  to  patients  and  clothing. 

This  year,  90  patients  recommended  by  the  Tuberculosis 
Health  Visitors,  Mrs.  O.  Cliff  and  Miss  P.  Ford,  were  supplied 
with  parcels  of  groceries  at  Christmas. 
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In  August,  a  new  income  scale  for  the  assessment  of  cases  was 
sanctioned.  Cases  above  this  limit  can  in  special  circumstances,  be 
assisted  from  a  Discretionary  grant,  but  more  usually  the  need  is 
met  from  the  voluntary  fund  of  the  Association. 

Despite  the  wide  benefits  provided  under  the  Health  Service, 
many  needs  remain  to  be  met  from  the  voluntary  fund.  Help  was 
given  by  the  provision  of  text  books  to  a  young  student,  whose 
training  had  been  interrupted  by  his  illness.  In  another  instance, 
where  the  parent  was  undergoing  treatment,  a  grant  was  made  to 
meet  the  cost  of  technical  equipment  for  his  son  who  had  won  a 
scholarship  to  a  training  college.  These  and  many  individual 
needs  cannot  be  met  by  a  statutory  body. 

Miss  L.  D.  Saunders  continued  her  work  as  Occupational 
Therapist.  Due  to  the  increased  demand  for  her  services,  an 
additional  session  was  arranged  each  week.  Since  the  inception  of 
the  department,  over  4,000  articles  have  been  completed. 

A  further  extension  in  the  work  of  prevention,  has  been  in  the 
field  of  vaccination.  200  children  have  already  been  given  the  B.C.G. 
vaccine.  In  some  cases,  where  a  child  has  been  exposed  to  positive 
infection  and  therefore  in  the  greatest  need  of  vaccination,  it  is  only 
safe  to  do  so  if  the  child  can  be  removed  from  the  infectious  case. 
Since  October,  six  children  have  been  boarded  out  under  the  local 
authority  scheme  with  supervised  foster-parents — in  most  cases 
relatives  of  the  child.” 

B.C.G.  Vaccination.  B.C.G.  Vaccination  of  contacts  of 
Tuberculosis  patients  was  commenced  during  the  year  under  a 
scheme  approved  by  the  Ministry  of  Health.  During  the  year  59 
patients  were  vaccinated.  It  was  also  possible  to  arrange  for  the 
segregation  of  patients  who  were  undergoing  vaccination  on  the 
lines  recommended  by  the  Ministry  of  Health. 

Unfortunately,  the  scheme  is  still  limited  to  contacts  of  Tuber¬ 
culosis  patients  but  many  of  us  look  forward  to  the  time  when  it 
will  have  wider  application. 

Provision  of  Nursing  Equipment  and  Apparatus.  Patients 
who  are  attended  by  the  Queen’s  Nurses  are  supplied  free  with 
nursing  requisites  on  loan.  In  addition  17  applications  from  other 
sources  (mainly  hospitals)  were  accepted. 

Holiday  Convalescence.  During  the  year  11  adults  and  5 
children  were  sent  away  for  periods  of  convalescence  under  the 
Council’s  Scheme;  repayment  was  made  in  accordance  with  an 
income  scale. 

SECTION  29— PROVISION  OF  HOME  HELPS 

This  important  service  continues  to  be  used  to  the  utmost 
and  its  availability  is  mainly  restricted  by  the  amount  of  money 
which  can  be  spent  on  it.  A  great  many  of  the  people  who  are 
helped  are  elderly  people;  indeed  it  may  be  claimed  that  the  pro- 
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vision  of  home  helps  does  mean  that  many  people  can  stay  at  home 
in  reasonable  comfort  and  not  have  to  occupy  a  hospital  bed. 

The  following  table  gives  a  summary  of  the  position  as  at  the 
31st  December,  1950  : — 

1.  Number  of  Domestic  Helps  employed^ — ■ 

(a)  Whole-time  . .  .  .  1 

(d)  Part-time  .  .  .  .  96 

2.  Number  of  cases  where  Domestic  Help  was  provided  during 
the  year— 

(a)  Maternity  (including  expectant  mothers)  . .  260 

(b)  Tuberculosis  . .  .  .  .  .  .  .  19 

(c)  Others  . .  . .  . .  . .  749 

3.  Number  of  Domestic  Help  Organizers  employed.  .  2 


SECTIONS  50  AND  51— MENTAL  WELFARE 

The  Mental  Welfare  Services  are  administered  by  a  Mental 
Health  Sub-Committee  which  meets  once  a  Quarter.  At  the  end 
of  the  year  there  was  one  duly  authorized  officer  (with  appropriate 
relief),  one  Mental  Deficiency  Visitor  and  one  Assistant,  and  one 
Supervisor  of  the  Occupation  Centre  with  appropriate  assistants. 
The  Medical  Officer  of  Flealth  and  members  of  his  staff  act  as 
Medical  Officers  for  this  work. 

Unfortunately,  it  was  not  possible  to  make  the  appointment  of 
psychiatric  social  worker  owing  to  shortage  of  trained  workers  in 
this  field. 

The  Borough  Mental  Deficiency  Visitor  has  undertaken  duties 
of  supervision  and  furnishing  of  reports  to  hospitals  and  other  Local 
Authorities.  No  duties  have  been  delegated  to  Voluntary  Associa¬ 
tions. 

So  far  no  arrangements  have  been  initiated  for  the  training  of 
mental  health  workers  who  will  subsequently  become  members  of 
the  staff  of  the  Department. 

Mental  Deficiency  Acts,  1913-1938.  As  in  previous  years 
the  chief  difficulty  has  been  shortage  of  institutional  accommodation 
for  mental  defectives.  The  following  table  gives  particulars  of  the 
work  carried  out  during  the  year  : — 

Particulars  of  Mental  Defectives  as  on  31st  December,  1950. 
Cases  “subject  to  be  dealt  with”: — 
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(d) 

W 

(/) 


is) 

(h) 

(b) 


(a) 


In  an  Institution  : — 


M.  F. 


Borocourt,  82;  Brentry  Colony,  Bristol,  7;  Royal 
Earlswood,  Surrey,  1 ;  St.  Mary’s  Home,  Alton, 

1;  Wayland  House,  Berks,  2;  Botley’s  Park, 
Surrey,  4;  Battle  Hospital,  11;  Manor  House, 
Aylesbury,  2;  Normansfield,  Teddington,  1; 
Pewsey  Colony,  Pewsey,  6;  Moss  Side  Insti¬ 
tution,  1 ;  Rampton  State  Institution,  9 ; 
Wokingham  Plospital,  2  .  .  .  .  . .  67 

On  Licence  from  Institution  : — 

Employed  away  from  home,  13;  Employed 
living  at  home,  4;  In  Hospital,  1;  At  home 
not  employed,  1 ;  Borocourt  Institution  (on 


trial  from  Rampton  State  Institution),  1  .  .  8 

Under  Guardianship  : — 

Receiving  National  Assistance,  11;  In  Employ¬ 
ment,  2  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  9 

On  Licence  from  Guardianship  .  .  .  .  1 

Under  Statutory  Supervision  .  .  .  .  95 

Disposal  of  cases  during  1950  : — 

Granted  Licence  from  Institutions  .  .  .  .  6 

Returned  from  Licence  to  Institutions  .  .  5 

Died  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  2 

Left  the  district  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  — 

Discharged  from  Orders  .  .  .  .  .  .  3 

Discontinued  frc  m  supervision  .  .  .  .  — 

Action  not  yet  taken  .  .  .  .  .  .  1 

Awaiting  removal  to  Institution  .  .  .  .  9 

Supervised  on  behalf  of  other  Authorities  .  .  1 

2.  Cases  not  at  present  “  Subject  to  be  dealt  with.” 

Under  Friendly  Supervision  .  .  .  .  45 

For  whom  the  Local  Authority  may  subsequently 
become  liable  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  2 


3.  Number  of  cases  ascertained  during  1950. 

Cases  reported  by  Local  Education  Authorities 
(Sec.  57  Education  Act,  1944) 

(1)  Under  Section  57  (3)  .  .  .  .  .  .  7 

(2)  Under  Section  57  (5) 

On  leaving  Special  Schools  .  .  3 

On  leaving  Ordinary  Schools  .  .  — 

Other  ascertained  defectives  reported  during  1950 
and  found  to  be  “Subject  to  be  dealt  with”  .  .  2 
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12 


4 

82 

8 

2 

4 

1 

2 

1 

4 

5 

33 

4 


6 


5 

2 


3 


T. 


129 


20 


13 

1 

177 

14 
7 
6 
1 

5 
1 
1 

13 

6 

78 

6 


13 

8 

2 

5 


ii 


Total  number  of  cases  reported  during  the  year  12  16  28 
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I.  Particulars  of  Mental  Defectives  as  on  1st  January,  1951. 

N.B. — No  case  is  entered  under  more  than  one  heading  of  (1) 
or  (2)  and  only  “live”  cases  are  included. 


(1)  Number  of  ascertained  Mental  Defectives  found  to  be 

“  Subject 

to  be  dealt  with”  : — 

M. 

F. 

T. 

(a)  In  Institutions  (including  cases  on  Licence 

therefrom)  Under  16  years  .  . 

12 

3 

15 

Aged  16  and  over  .  . 

63 

71 

134 

(b)  Under  Guardianship  (including  cases  on  Licence 

therefrom)  Under  16  years  of  age 

— 

— 

— ■ 

Aged  16  years  and  over 

10 

4 

14 

(c)  In  “places  of  safety” 

— 

— 

— 

(d)  Under  Statutory  Supervision  (excluding  cases 

on  Licence)  Under  16  years  of  age 

16 

17 

33 

Aged  16  years  and  over 

79 

65 

144 

{e)  Action  not  yet  taken  under  any  one  of  the  above 

headings 

1 

1 

2 

Total  ascertained  cases  found  to  be  “subject  to 

be  dealt  with”  ..  ..  ..  ..  181  161  342 


M.  F.  T. 

No.  of  cases  included  in  (b)  to  (e) 
above  awaiting  removal  to  an 
Institution  . .  . .  9  4  13 


(2)  Number  of  Mental  Defectives  not  at  present 
“  Subject  to  be  dealt  with”  but  over  whom 
some  form  of  voluntary  supervision  is  main¬ 
tained  : —  Under  16  years  of  age  .  .  —  —  — 

Aged  16  years  and  over  .  .  45  33  78 

Total  number  of  mental  defectives  (1)  plus  (2).  .  226  194  420 


Number  of  Mental  Defectives  receiving  training: — 

(<2)  In  day-training  centres 

Under  16  years  of  age 
Aged  16  years  and  over 

(b)  At  home 

Total 


10  7 

19  30 

1  1 


30  38 


17 

49 

2 
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II. 


Particulars  of  cases  reported  during  the  year  1950. 
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M.  F.  T. 

(1)  Ascertainment 

(a)  Cases  reported  by  Local  Education  Authorities 

(Section  57,  Education  Act,  1944)  — 

(i)  Under  Section  57  (3)  .  .  . .  .  .  7  6  13 

(ii)  Under  Section  57  (5) : — 

On  leaving  Special  Schools  .  .  3  5  8 

On  leaving  Ordinary  Schools  —  2  2 

(b) .  Other  ascertained  defectives  reported  during  1950 

and  found  to  be  “  Subject  to  be  dealt  with”  2  3  5 


Total  ascertained  defectives  found  to  be  “  Subject 

to  be  dealt  with”  during  the  year  . .  12  16  28 

(c)  Other  reported  cases  ascertained  during  1950  who 

are  not  at  present  “  Subject  to  be  dealt  with”  —  1  1 

Total  number  of  cases  reported  during  the  year  12  17  29 


(2)  Disposal  of  Cases  reported  during  the  year. 

(a)  Ascertained  defectives  found  to  be  “  Subject  to 
be  dealt  with  ” 


(i) 

Admitted  to  Institutions 

..  2  4 

6 

(ii) 

Placed  under  Guardianship 

.  .  - —  — 

— 

(iii) 

Taken  to  “places  of  safety” 

.  .  —  — 

— 

(iv) 

Placed  under  Statutory  Supervision 

. .  9  12 

21 

(v) 

Died  or  removed  from  area 

. .  —  — 

— 

(Vi) 

Action  not  yet  taken 

1  — 

— 

Total  ascertained  defectives  found  to  be  “  Subject 
to  be  dealt  with”  (to  agree  with  the  total  of 

(1)  (a)  and  (1)  (b)  above)  .  .  .  .  12  16  28 


(b)  Cases  not  at  present  subject  to  be  dealt  with. 


(i)  Placed  under  Voluntary  Supervision 

(ii)  Later  found  not  to  be  defective 

(iii)  Died  or  removed  from  area 

(iv)  Action  unnecessary 

(v)  Action  not  yet  taken 


Total  cases  not  at  present  “  Subject  to  be  dealt 
with”  (to  agree  with  the  numbers  entered 
under  (1)  (c)  above) 


1 


1 
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III.  Number  of  Mental  Defectives  in  Institutions  under  Com¬ 
munity  Care  including  Voluntary  Supervision  or  in  “  Places  of 
Safety”  on  1st  January,  1950,  who  have  ceased  to  be  under  any 
of  these  forms  of  care  during  1950.  F.  M.  T. 

(a)  Ceased  to  be  under  care  . .  ..23  5 

{h)  Died,  removed  from  area,  or  lost  sight  of  . .  2  4  6 


Total  ..  4  7  11 


IV.  Of  the  total  number  of  Mental  Defectives  known  to  the  Local 
Health  Authority. 

{a)  Number  who  have  given  birth  to  children 
during  1950 

(i)  After  marriage  . .  .  .  3 

(ii)  While  unmarried  . .  .  .  — 

M.  F. 

{h)  Number  who  have  married  during  1950  .  .  1  — 

Occupation  Centre.  Miss  Barkas,  the  Supervisor,  reports  as 
follows  : — 

Classes  have  been  held  daily  during  the  school  terms  from 
Mondays  till  Fridays. 


Hours  of  attendance.  Mondays,  9.45  a.m. — 4.30  p.m. ;  Tuesdays 
till  Thursdays,  9.45  a.m. — 4  p.m.;  Fridays,  9.45  a.m. — 4.30  p.m. 


Numbers  attending.  The  number  of  defectives  on  the  register 
on  December  31st,  1950,  were  as  follows  : — 


From  Borough — 

Full-time 

Part-time 

From  Berks  County  Council — 
Full-time 


Males 

..  25 

..  5 

..  1 


Females 

36 

2 

1 


From  Oxfordshire  County  Council — 

Full-time  . .  .  .  2  — 

33  39 

Total — 72 

Home  Teaching — 1 

Staff.  The  Centre  has  been  staffed  by  the  following  : — 
Supervisor 

1  Assistant  Supervisor  for  males 
1  ,,  ,,  for  females 
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2  guide  assistants 

1  Part-time  Instructor  for  Woodwork  .  .  2  hrs.  weekly 

1  ,,  ,,  for  Boot  repairing  .  .  6  hrs.  weekly 

Caretaker — also  instructs  in  gardening  and  assists  with  football. 

During  the  year  there  have  been  alterations  on  the  staff : — 

[a)  Mr.  K.  Parris,  Assistant  Supervisor  for  the  Males  resigned 
his  post  in  September  and  was  replaced  by  Mr.  D.  J. 
Norris. 

{h)  Mr.  J.  R.  Brigham  replaced  Mr.  H.  G.  Morgan  as  Wood¬ 
work  Instructor  on  November  1st. 

{c)  Mr.  L.  Busby  replaced  Mr.  E.  White  as  Instructor  in  boot¬ 
repairing  on  September  25th. 

Use  of  School  Medical  and  Dental  Services.  We  have  again 
been  indebted  to  the  staff  of  the  School  Clinic  for  Dental  and  other 
necessary  treatments.  On  September  29th  and  October  2nd  and 
4th  Dr.  V.  Fraser  kindly  visited  the  Centre  and  medically  examined 
all  pupils  present. 

Transport.  The  2  special  buses  have  been  in  operation  during 
the  year  collecting  defectives  from  the  following  districts  : — 

{a)  Whitley,  Basingstoke  Road,  Southampton  Street. 

{b)  Caversham  Road  and  Oxford  Road. 

Free  bus  tickets  have  been  issued  to  those  defectives  not 
requiring  special  escort. 

Meals.  By  arrangement  with  the  Schools  Meals  Service,  a 
mid-day  meal  has  been  served  daily  to  Defectives  and  Staff  on  duty. 
The  cost  per  meal  was  increased  by  2d.  at  the  beginning  of  the  Spring 
term,  January  9th.  The  parents  now  contribute  6d.  towards  the 
total  cost  of  i/2d.  per  meal. 

In  cases  of  financial  difficulty  the  meals  have  been  provided 
free.  Ten  Defectives  have  benefitted  from  free  meals  during  the 
year. 


Milk.  Milk  has  been  supplied  to  children  under  the  milk  for 
schools  scheme. 

Curriculum.  Subjects  taught  include  the  following  : — 

(a)  Some  religious  instruction 

(b)  Handicrafts  planned  to  meet  the  requirements  of  each 

grade. 

(c)  Sense  training 

{d)  Speech  training  and  singing 
(e)  Simple  Domestic  duties 

(/)  Action  Games  for  young  children — Percussion  Band. 
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Folk  Dancing  and  P.T.  for  Senior  boys  and  girls 
Football 

(g)  Gardening 

(h)  Woodwork 

(i)  Boot-repairing 

The  weekly  football  session  was  started  on  November  23rd  and 
has  proved  very  popular.  The  Senior  boys  are  taken  to  Palmer 
Park  in  charge  of  two  Male  Instructors  where  they  are  given  training 
in  the  game. 

Other  Activities. 

[a)  Students.  This  year  again  two  Students  in  training  for 
the  Supervisor’s  Diplomas  have  spent  a  little  time  at  the 
Centre  to  gain  practical  experience  in  teaching. 

{b)  Summer  Outing.  On  June  23rd  for  the  first  time  50 
defectives  were  taken  by  Smiths  Coaches  to  Hayling 
Island  where  they  spent  an  enjoyable  day  by  the  sea.  This 
venture  proved  a  success  and  we  hope  that  this  additional 
activity  may  be  established  as  an  annual  event.  The 
defectives  provided  themselves  with  a  picnic  lunch  and 
contributed  1/6  towards  the  cost  of  the  tea  which  was 
served  at  the  Beachlands  Cafe. 

(r)  The  Guild  of  the  Brave.  Meetings  have  been  held  monthly 
at  the  Beeches  during  term-time.  A  further  two  of  our 
higher  grade  Defectives  have  been  enrolled  as  Members 
making  a  total  of  12. 

{d)  Open  Day.  This  annual  event  was  held  at  St.  John’s  Hall 
on  December  13th.  A  large  gathering  of  parents  and 
friends  were  present.  The  work  was  on  view  and  for  sale, 
and  the  defectives  gave  a  programme  of  physical  activities. 

(e)  Christmas  Party.  This  annual  treat  took  place  at  the 
Town  Hall  on  December  20th  and  was  very  much  enjoyed 
by  all.  We  were  pleased  to  have  the  Mayor  with  us,  also 
some  members  of  the  Mental  Welfare  Committee  and 
officials.” 


Lunacy  and  Mental  Treatment  Acts,  1890-1930 

Mr.  House,  Authorised  Officer,  reports  as  follows  : — 

During  the  year  under  review,  the  following  admissions  have 
been  effected  to  the  Fair  Mile  Hospital,  Wallingford  : — 

Mental  Treatment  Act^  1930 — 

Male  Female 

Section  1  (Voluntary)  109  patients  .  .  44  65 

Section  5  (Temporary)  2  patients  .  .  .  .  1  1 
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Lunacy  Act,  1890 — 

Section  16  (Certified)  39  patients  .  .  .  .  12  27 

Section  21  (Fourteen-day  Order)  1  patient  —  1 

The  number  of  persons  examined  by  a  Justice,  but  no  order 
made  total  12 — Male  7  ;  Female  5. 

Criminal  Justices  Act,  1948 — 

Section  24  (Certified)  1  patient  .  .  .  .  Female 

The  following  have  left  Fair  Mile  Hospital : — 

Male  Female 

Voluntary  Patients  93  patients  . .  .  .  34  59 

Temporary  Patients  1  patient  .  .  .  .  1  — 

Certified  Patients  17  patients  .  .  .  .  7  10 

Prior  to  their  discharge,  13  patients — Male  4;  Female  9,  left 
on  trial  for  varying  periods. 

The  number  of  deaths  during  the  year  numbered  33 — Male  11 ; 
Female  22. 

It  is  pleasing  to  record  that  other  official  bodies,  the  medical 
profession,  and  the  public  are  showing  increasing  awareness  and 
appreciation  of  the  services  rendered  by  the  Mental  Welfare  Section 
of  the  Department. 

True  prevention  can  only  take  place  before  the  commencement 
of  illness,  but  many  serious  consequences  of  mental  ill-health  can  be 
avoided  by  early  treatment,  and  by  the  solution  of  social  problems 
which  may  be  predisposing  or  the  precipitating  factors  in  mental 
illness.  A  further  increase  in  the  number  of  persons  attending  the 
Welfare  Office  for  this  purpose  has  been  noted. 

Attention  is  directed  to  the  ever-increasing  number  of  notifica¬ 
tions  received  for  admission  of  elderly  persons  into  the  mental 
hospital.  Every  effort  is  made  to  find  a  solution  of  the  problems 
created  by  this  group,  and  the  easing  of  strains  which  occur.  It 
would  appear  to  be  unfair  that  elderly  people,  who,  by  reason  of 
their  age,  suffering  from  some  form  of  mental  confusion,  should  be 
compelled  to  make  what  is  to  them  a  lengthy  journey,  and  end  the 
remaining  years  of  their  life  in  a  mental  hospital.  If  such  a  process 
continues,  the  mental  hospital  will  eventually  have  its  beds  filled  by 
aged  persons,  for  whom  there  is  little  curative  treatment,  and  the 
hospital  staff  will  have  less  time  and  facilities  to  devote  to  patients 
of  other  age  groups,  for  whom  curative  treatment  may  be  possible. 
There  appears  to  be  an  increasing  need  for  an  annexe  to  a  local 
general  hospital  designated  for  this  purpose. 

When  a  health  service  patient  leaves  a  mental  hospital,  an  official 
notice  is  received  by  the  Local  Health  Authority.  The  patient  is 
visited  to  ascertain  whether  after-care  is  desired.  Many  patients 
are  anxious  to  receive  some  guidance  in  relation  to  their  benefits, 
pensions,  work,  etc.,  and  in  other  instances,  both  the  patient  and 
his  relatives  can  be  assisted  by  discussion  of  problems  arising  from 
the  patients  symptoms. 
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PREVALENCE  AND  CONTROL  OF 
INFECTIOUS  DISEASE 

The  table  on  page  42  gives  particulars  of  the  notification  of 
Infectious  Diseases  received  during  the  year. 

I  do  not  think  this  table  calls  for  any  particular  comment 
except  on  the  following  matters  : — 

Diphtheria.  It  is  pleasing  to  record  that  for  the  second  year 
in  succession  there  has  been  no  case  of  Diphtheria  in  Reading. 

Scarlet  Fever.  There  has  been  an  increased  number  of  cases 
of  Scarlet  Fever  but  the  disease  has  been  of  extremely  mild  type. 
Indeed  in  many  cases  the  patient  has  had  very  little  in  the  way  of 
symptoms.  This  very  mild  type  has  led  to  a  certain  amount  of 
difficulty  in  deciding  as  to  the  appropriate  preventive  measures  to  be 
taken  and  one’s  impression  is  that  any  secondary  cases  which  follow 
are  also  mild  cases. 

Anterior  Poliomyelitis.  It  will  be  seen  that  there  were  6 
paralytic  cases  of  poliomyelitis,  2  non-paralytic  cases  and  one  case,  of 
acute  polioencephalitis.  There  was  one  death  amongst  this  series; 
this  took  place  in  a  girl  of  23. 

During  the  year  we  followed  up  patients  who  were  infected 
during  the  outbreak  of  1949.  There  were  21  paralytic  cases  out  of  a 
total  of  41  cases  in  1949  and  of  these  21  six  have  made  a  complete 
recovery.  The  seventh  has  no  residual  paralysis  or  weakness  but 
has  a  severe  degree  of  debility.  Thus  is  will  be  seen  that  at  the  end 
of  the  year  14  of  the  1949  cases  still  have  some  degree  of  paralysis 
and  steps  will  be  taken  to  follow  these  up  again  during  1951. 
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TUBERCULOSIS 

The  sub-joined  table  shows  the  number  of  notifications  of 
deaths  due  to  Tuberculosis  since  1938. 


Year 

No.  of 
cases 
notified 

Notification  Rate 
per  100,000  of 
Population 

No.  of 
Deaths 

Death  Rate 
per  per  1,000 
of  population 

Population 

Pulmonary 

Non-Pulmonary 

Pulmonary 

Non-Pulmonary 

Pulmonary 

Non-Pulmonary 

Pulmonary 

Non-Pulmonary 

1928-37 

Average 

117 

22 

— 

— 

76 

15 

0.76 

0.15 

— 

1938 

91 

31 

90.63 

30.87 

58 

6 

0.58 

0.05 

100,400 

1939 

95 

40 

94.43 

39.76 

52 

12 

0.50 

0.10 

100,600 

1940 

117 

30 

102.09 

26.18 

74 

18 

0.66 

0.16 

114,600 

1941 

137 

50 

109.77 

40.06 

68 

16 

0.54 

0.13 

124,800 

1942 

186 

40 

157.89 

33.95 

60 

10 

0.51 

0.08 

117,800 

1943 

185 

30 

163.71 

26.54 

57 

13 

0.51 

0.11 

113,000 

1944 

135 

29 

121.25 

26.04 

55 

14 

0.49 

0.13 

111,340 

1945 

119 

16 

109.34 

14.69 

60 

12 

0.55 

0.11 

108,830 

1946 

152 

25 

136.51 

22.49 

73 

11 

0.65 

0.09 

111,340 

1947 

168 

27 

148.72 

23.90 

70 

6 

0.62 

0.05 

112,960 

1948 

132 

24 

115.28 

20.92 

50 

12 

0.43 

0.10 

114,500 

1949 

130 

9 

112.65 

7.80 

35 

6 

0.30 

0.05 

115,500 

1950 

143 

10 

123.52 

8.64 

39 

3 

0.34 

0.03 

115,770 

Contacts.  537  patients  were  examined  as  contacts  of  newly 
diagnosed  cases  during  the  year.  From  these,  11  cases  of  significant 
tuberculosis  were  discovered;  10  respiratory  and  1  non-respiratory. 
It  is  stated  that  2%  of  contacts  were  found  to  have  evidence  of 
tuberculosis  disease  as  result  of  investigation. 

B.C.G.  In  June,  1950,  a  scheme  was  inaugurated  to  offer  B.C.G. 
vaccination  to  Mantoux  negative  contacts.  Up  to  the  end  of  Decem¬ 
ber  1950,  196  contacts  had  received  the  vaccine  and  of  those  inspected 
there  has  been  100%  conversion.  No  untoward  effects  have  so  far 
been  encountered  and  vaccination  seems  to  be  well  accepted  by  those 
to  whom  it  is  offered. 

Rehousing.  23  tuberculous  families  were  rehoused  during  the 
year  and  the  assistance  afforded  by  the  Housing  Committee  has  been 
much  appreciated.  It  is  regrettable  to  note  that  the  high  rent  of 
post-war  Council  houses  is  becoming  a  serious  obstacle  and  cases 
have  been  reported  where  the  offer  of  such  housing  accommodation 
has  had  to  be  refused  because  the  tenants  could  not  afford  the  high 
rent. 
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Domiciliary  Treatment.  An  extensive  scheme  of  home 
treatment  in  conjunction  with  the  In-Patient  treatment  of  Park 
Hospital  has  been  in  operation  throughout  the  year.  An  average  of 
40  patients  a  week  have  been  receiving  supervision  in  their  own 
homes  whilst  30  of  these  have  been  receiving  some  form  of  collapsed 
thereapy.  The  scheme  has  been  found  to  work  satisfactorily  during 
such  times  as  the  Clinic  team  has  been  at  full  strength. 

The  total  number  of  cases  receiving  some  form  of  collapsed 
therapy  on  31st  December,  1950  was  131,  made  up  as  follow^s  — 


Uni-lateral  Artificial  Pneumothorax  .  .  80 

Bi-lateral  Artificial  Pneumothorax  .  .  23 

Pneumo-peritoneum  .  .  .  .  .  .  20 

Combined  P.P.  and  A.P.  .  .  .  .  8 


The  2  Health  Visitors  made  1,773  home  visits  besides  attending 
Clinic  sessions. 


VENEREAL  DISEASE 


Patients  attending  with  Venereal  Disease  in  Reading  are  treated 
at  the  Clinic  at  the  Royal  Berkshire  Hospital  which  also  serves  a 
large  area  of  the  surrounding  countryside. 


The  following  are  details  of  patients  from  Reading  who  attended 
for  the  first  time  during  1950  : — 

Syphilis  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  20 

Gonorrhoea  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  9 

Non-Venereal  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  103 


132 
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SANITARY  CIRCUMSTANCES 
OF  THE  AREA. 

Water.  Mr.  O.  Kean,  M.I.C.E.,  M.I.  Mech.E.,  M.I.W.E., 

Water  Engineer  has  been  good  enough  to  supply  the  following 
information  : — 

(1)  The  water  supply  of  the  area  and  of  its  several  parts  has  been 
entirely  satisfactory  both  in  quality  and  quantity. 

(2)  Bacteriological  and  chemical  examinations  were  made  by  the 
Counties  Public  Health  Laboratories  of  sample  of  water  taken  from 
the  river  and  from  the  various  pumping  and  filtration  works  at 
the  following  regular  intervals  : — 

Fobney  Pumping  and  Filtration  Works — River  Water, 

1.  Raw  River  Water.  Monthly  (Full  Bact.  and  Chemical) 

2.  After  filtration.  Monthly  (Full  Bact.  and  Chemical) 

3.  After  filtration  and  chlorin- 

tion.  Monthly  (Full  Bact.) 

Ditto  Weekly  (Partial  Bact.) 

Southcote  Pumping  and  Filtration  Works — River  and  Borehole  Water. 
1.  After  filtration  and  chlorina¬ 
tion.  Monthly  (Full  Bact.  and  Chemical) 

Ditto  Weekly  (Partial  Bact.) 

Panghourne  Pumping  Station — Borehole  Water. 

1.  Before  chlorination.  Weekly  (Full  Bact.  and  Chemical) 

2.  After  chlorination.  Monthly  (Full  Bact.  and  Chemical) 

Ditto  Weekly  (Partial  Bact.) 

Bath  Road  Reservoir. 

1.  Water  from  outlet  main.  Weekly  (Full  Bact.) 

Ditto  Monthly  (Chemical) 

The  following  tabulation  shews  the  number  of  samples  examined 
during  the  year  under  review,  the  source,  stage  of  treatment  and  type 
of  examination  : — 


Source 

Type  of  Water 

Number  of  Samples 

Full 

Bact. 

Partial 

Bact. 

Chemi¬ 

cal 

Fobney  Works 
Fobney  Works 

Raw  River  water  .  . 

Final  filtered  : 

13 

— 

12 

Unchlorinated  .  . 

13 

— 

12 

Chlorinated 

13 

38 

— 

Southcote  Works 

Chlorinated 

12 

39 

12 

Pangbourne  Works 

Unchlorinated 

51 

— 

51 

Pangbourne  Works 
Bath  Road  Reser- 

Final  chlorinated  .  . 

Final  filtered,  chlorinated, 

12 

39 

12 

voir 

bulked 

51 

— 

12 

Domestic  Tap 

As  supplied  to  consumers 

2 

— 

— 

Totals  , . 

167 

116 

Ill 
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RESULTS  OF  EXAMINATIONS  OF  WATER 

The  condition  of  the  raw  river  water  fluctuates  within  wide 
limits  during  the  course  of  a  year,  being  related  to  rainfall,  tempera¬ 
ture,  the  seasonal  growth  of  weed,  etc. 


The  following  results  are  the  averages  of  reports  submitted 
during  the  year  1950  : — 

RAW  RIVER  RENNET  WATER. 

Chemical  Results  in  Parts  per  Million 

Appearance  :  Slight  opalescence  with  a  slight  deposit  of 
mineral  and  organic  debris.  Many  diatoms 
and  a  few  protozoa  present.  * 


Colour  (Hazen).  Filtered:  Slight  yellow-brown  ..  16 

Turbidity  (Silica  Scale)  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  5 

Odour  Varying  between  ‘  Nil  ’  and  ‘  Slightly  Earthy  ’ 

Reaction  pYi  . .  . .  .  .  .  .  .  .  8T 

Electric  Conductivity  at  20°C.  .  .  .  .  . .  443 

Chlorine  in  Chlorides  ...  .  .  .  .  .  .  14 

Hardness :  Total  .  .  .  .  .  .  •  .  .  245 

Carbonate  (Temporary)  .  .  .  .  .  .  204 

Non-carbonate  (Permanent)  .  .  .  .  41 

Nitrogen  in  Nitrates  . .  .  .  .  .  .  .  2*5 

Nitrogen  in  Nitrites  .  .  . .  . .  . .  0*01 

Free  Ammonia  . .  .  .  . .  . .  . .  0*068 

Albuminoid  Ammonia  ..  ..  ..  ..  0*12 

Metals  ;  Iron  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  0*15 

Other  metals  .  .  . .  .  .  .  .  Absent 

Free  Carbon  Dioxide  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  1*5 

Total  Solids,  dried  at  180°C.  . .  .  .  .  .  297 

Alkalinity  as  Calcium  Carbonate  .  .  .  .  .  .  204 

Oxygen  absorbed  in  4  hours  at  27°C.  .  .  .  .  1*7 

Residual  Chlorine  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  — 


Bacteriological  Results. 


Number  of  Colonies  developing  on  Agar  per  ml 


in — 


1  day  at  37°C. 

•  •  ••  ••  •• 

1,840 

2  days  at  37°C. 

•  •  «•  ••  •• 

4,020 

3  days  at  20°C. 

•  •  «•  ••  «• 

26,200 

Presumptive  Coliform 

Present  in  .  . 

1*022 

Reaction 

Absent  from 

0*10 

Bact.  coli.  Type  I 

Present  in  .  . 

1*3 

Absent  from 

0*13 

Probable  number  of  Bact.  coli.  (Type  I)  per  100  ml.  .  . 

1,425 
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A  typical  descriptive  summary  was  as  follows  : — 

“  This  sample  shews  only  slight  opalescence  and  carries  only  a 
trace  of  matter  in  suspension.  The  water  is  very  faintly  alkaline 
in  reaction,  hard  in  character  but  not  to  an  excessive  degree,  contains 
no  excess  of  mineral  or  saline  constitutents  in  solution  and  it  is  free 
from  metals  apart  from  a  minute  trace  of  iron.  It  shews  only  a  trace 
of  colour  and  is  of  satisfactory  organic  quality  for  this  raw  supply. 
It  carries  a  large  number  of  bacteria  and  the  numbers  of  Bact.  coli 
are  indicative  of  marked  though  not  excessive  pollution  by  matters 
of  sewage  or  manorial  origin.  No  unusual  difficulty  would  be  antic- 
pated  in  the  treatment  of  this  water  for  the  production  of  a  public 
supply.” 

TREATED  WATER. 

A  representative  report  and  description  of  the  same  river  water 
after  final  filtration  and  chlorination  was  as  follows  : — 

Chemical  Results  in  Parts  per  Million. 

Appearance  . .  Bright  with  very  few  mineral  particles 


Colour  (Hazen)  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  Less  than  10 

Turbidity  (Silica  Scale)  .  .  .  .  ,  .  Less  than  3 

Odour  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  Nil 

Reaction 7>H  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  7’6 

Electric  Conductivity  at  20°C.  .  .  .  .  .  .  400 

Chlorine  in  Chlorides  .  .  .  .  .  .  14 

Hardness  :  Total  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  220 

Carbonate  (Temporary)  ..  ..  ..185 

Non-carbonate  (Permanent)  .  .  .  .  35 

Nitrogen  in  Nitrates  .  .  .  .  .  .  . .  2-6 

Nitrogen  in  Nitrites  .  .  .  .  .  .  Less  than  0-01 

Free  Ammonia  .  .  .  .  . .  .  .  .  .  — 

Albuminoid  Ammonia  ..  ..  ..  ..  0*028 

Metals  :  Iron  .  .  .  .  .  .  . .  .  .  Absent 

Other  metals  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  Absent 

Free  Carbon  Dioxide  .  .  .  .  .  .  . .  7 

Total  Solids,  dried  at  180°C.  .  .  .  .  .  .  270 

Alkalinity  as  Calcium  Carbonate  ..  ..  ..185 

Oxygen  absorbed  in  4  hrs.  at  27°C.  .  .  . .  .  .  0*70 

Residual  Chlorine  .  .  . .  .  .  .  .  .  .  — 


Bacteriological  Results. 

Number  of  Colonies  developing  on  Agar  per  ml.  in — 


1  day  at  37°C.  . .  . .  . .  . .  1 

2  days  at  37°C.  . .  . .  . .  .  .  4 

3  days  at  20°C.  . .  . .  . .  . .  3 

Presumptive  Coliform  Reaction —  Present  in  ,  .  — 

Absent  from  .  .  100  ml. 

Bact.  coli.  Present  in  .  .  — 

Absent  from  .  .  100  ml. 
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“  This  sample  is  clear  and  bright  in  appearance,  practically 
neutral  in  reaction,  and  free  from  metals  apart  from  a  negligible 
trace  of  iron.  The  water  is  hard  in  character,  but  not  unduly  so, 
and  it  contains  no  excess  of  salinity  or  mineral  constituents  in 
solution.  It  is  free  from  noticeable  colour,  of  very  satisfactory 
organic  quality,  and  of  a  high  standard  of  bacterial  purity.  These 
results  are  consistent  with  a  pure  and  wholesome  water  suitable  for 
public  supply  purposes.” 

(3)  The  water  has  no  plumbo-solvent  action  and  no  special  pre¬ 
cautions  are  required  in  this  respect. 

(4)  During  the  year  under  review  there  were  no  instances  of  abnormal 
contamination  or  pollution,  of  the  sources  from  which  water  is 
abstracted,  and  the  routine  measures  comprising  filtration,  chlorina¬ 
tion,  tests  for  residual  chlorine  and  periodical  analyses  proved  adequ¬ 
ate  to  maintain  a  satisfactory  standard  of  purity. 

(5)  Development  of  Pangbourne  Pumping  Station. 

The  erection  of  an  extension  to  No.  2  Pump  House,  commenced 
during  1949,  proceeded  satisfactorily  during  1950.  This  extension 
will  house  an  electrically-driven  pump  capable  of  an  output  of 
8,000,000  gallons  per  day,  and  a  contract  for  the  supply  of  this  plant 
and  associated  switchgear,  was  placed  during  the  year  under  review. 

(6)  The  estimated  total  population  supplied  from  the  Corporation’s 
mains  in  the  whole  area  of  supply  was  123,939  and  the  total  quantity 
of  water  supplied  for  all  purposes  during  the  year  was  1,782,  273,000 
gallons. 

The  approximate  number  of  dwelling-houses  together  with  other 
premises  having  domestic  occupation,  supplied  from  the  Corporation’s 
mains,  was  32,700  at  31st  March,  1950.  Of  this  number  32,613  were 
supplied  direct  and  the  remaining  87  were  supplied  by  means  of 
standpipes. 

According  to  my  records  36  houses  within  the  Borough  do  not 
take  a  supply  from  the  Corporation’s  mains  but  are  supplied  from 
private  wells. 

In  four  of  these  cases  service  pipes  are  laid  to  the  boundaries 
of  the  premises  but  have  not  been  connected  to  any  inside  fittings. 
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REPORT  OF  THE  CHIEF  SANITARY  INSPECTOR 

Mr,  W.  E.  Bond,  Chief  Sanitary  Inspector,  reports  as  follows  : — 

The  year  under  review  has  been,  despite  staffing  difficulties, 
one  of  considerable  interest  and  progress,  and  an  attempt  is  made 
to  direct  attention  to  those  phases  of  environmental  hygiene  dealt 
with  by  the  Section. 

Food  inspection  has  taken  up  much  of  the  time,  and  any  success 
achieved  in  this  direction  has  meant  hard  work  on  the  part  of  the 
staffi 

The  outstanding  feature  of  the  year  was  the  re-opening  of  the 
Abattoirs  which  have  been  adapted  and  brought  up  to  date  with 
modern  slaughtering  equipment  on  the  chain  system,  and  are  now 
capable  of  dealing  with  150  beasts  a  day.  Lairage  for  200  cattle 
is  in  course  of  completion  and  will  be  available  in  the  early  part  of 
next  year. 

With  these  new  arrangements,  the  number  of  animals  deSlt 
with  per  week  has  risen  from  269  to  450  and  will  increase  in  1951. 
Sunday  killing  has  been  unavoidable  for  a  considerable  time. 

Administration  is  very  much  handicapped  by  the  inadequate 
office  accommodation.  However  efficient  the  methods  are,  diffi¬ 
culties  and  waste  of  clerical  time  are  unavoidable  when  such  over¬ 
crowded  office  conditions  prevail. 

Special  attention  has  been  given  to  food  premises  and  discussions 
have  been  held  with,  and  a  number  of  lectures  given  to  all  branches 
of  the  food  trades.  This,  together  with  the  increasing  number  of 
visits  to  the  premises,  has  met  with  considerable  success  and  a 
greater  measure  of  co-operation  from  the  traders  concerned. 

The  number  of  complaints  received  was  considerably  below  the 
figures  for  1948  and  1949,  this  decrease  may  be  an  indication  that 
the  efforts  of  the  Section  have  become  more  effective. 

598  informal  and  formal  notices  in  respect  to  899  complaints 
were  served,  of  these  503  were  complied  with  and  95  were  outstanding 
at  the  end  of  the  year. 

Despite  the  difficulties  which  still  confront  property  owners  and 
the  increasing  costs  of  labour  and  materials,  these  results  may  be 
considered  very  satifactory. 

PUBLIC  HEALTH  ACT,  1936 

Nuisances.  335  informal  notices  and  14  formal  notices  were 
served  during  the  year,  for  the  abatement  of  nuisances  which  were 
not  concerned  with  housing  defects;  of  these  320  informal  and  11 
formal  were  complied  with. 


D  w 

Sewers  and  Drains.  During  the  year  211  complaints  were 
received  regarding  choked  sewers  and  drains,  44  were  cleared,  12 
repaired  and  7  renewed  by  the  owners,  and  125  were  cleared,  21 
repaired  and  2  renewed  by  the  Local  Authority.  1,652  visits  were 
paid  in  connection  with  these  complaints. 

Smoke  Abatement.  Five  complaints  were  received  and  67 
visits  paid  in  connection  with  nuisances  from  smoke  and  grit  from 
factory  chimneys.  In  each  case  smoke  observations  were  carried  out 
and  visits  were  paid  to  the  premises  concerned,  when  discussions 
were  held  as  to  the  methods  to  be  adopted  to  abate  the  nuisance. 

Structural  alteration  to  the  smoke  stack  was  undertaken  in  one 
case.  In  three  others  the  advice  of  the  Technical  Adviser  of  the 
Ministry  of  Fuel  &  Power  was  sought  on  alternative  methods  of 
stoking,  with  satisfactory  results,  and  in  the  fifth  case  the  use  of  the 
boiler  was  discontinued. 

« 

It  is  pleasing  to  make  reference  to  the  co-operation  that  exists 
between  officers  of  the  Ministry  of  Fuel  &  Power  and  the  Sanitary 
Inspectors. 

Offensive  Trades.  There  was  no  change  in  the  number  of 
offensive  and  associated  trades  within  the  Borough,  which  remains 
five;  they  are  1  blood  drier,  3  tripe  boilers  and  dressers,  and  1  rag  and 
bone  dealer.  No  complaints  were  received  during  the  year.  These 
premises  are  all  inspected  regularly,  and  they  have  at  all  times  been 
properly  conducted  and  kept  in  a  satisfctory  condition.  Notice  to 
cleanse  and  limewash  were  given  when  required,  and  every  assistance 
was  received  from  the  traders  concerned. 

Infectious  Disease.  406  inspections  of  premises  were  made 
following  notifications  of  Infectious  Disease  during  the  year,  and 
householders  were  offered  advice  where  cases  were  being  nursed  at 
home.  Cleansing  and  re-decoration  was  ordered  if  the  circumstances 
warranted  it. 

Common  Lodging  Houses.  140  visits  were  paid  to  the  three 
common  lodging  houses  in  the  Borough,  and  the  premises  were  found 
to  be  kept  in  fairly  good  condition.  These  properties  are  not  of  the 
best,  and  leave  a  great  deal  to  be  desired  both  in  their  structure 
and  arrangement,  but  since  they  fulfil  an  urgent  need,  they  must 
remain  until  conditions  are  more  normal,  and  considerations  can  be 
given  to  their  demolition. 

Canal  Boats.  Routine  visits  were  paid  to  the  wharves  on  the 
rivers  Thames  and  Kennet,  no  boats  were  observed  to  be  used  as 
dwellings. 

Moveable  Dwellings.  The  lack  of  ‘housing  accommodation 
and  the  restriction  of  building  licensing  seems  to  be  responsible  for 
the  increase  in  the  number  of  moveable  dwellings  situated  in  the 
Borough.  There  are  now  41  licensed  caravans,  as  against  34  last 
year.  Twelve  of  these  are  on  individual  sites  in  various  parts  of  the 
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town,  and  the  remainder  are  contained  in  groups  on  an  organised 
layout.  All  of  these  have  town  water  supply,  adequate  sanitary 
accommodation  and  refuse  collection.  Licences  are  renewable  at  6 
monthly  intervals. 

482  visits  were  paid  to  these  sites  and  to  the  caravans  visiting 
the  area  with  travelling  fairs.  No  complaints  of  nuisances  were 
received  and  no  cases  of  infectious  disease  were  notified. 

Licensed  Premises.  Progress  continues  to  be  maintained  in 
connection  with  the  provision  of  suitable  and  sufficient  sanitary 
accommodation  in  licensed  premises,  but  the  restriction  of  building 
licences  still  delays  the  erection  of  additional  sanitary  accommodation 
in  a  number  of  instances. 

212  visits  were  paid  by  the  Sanitary  Inspectors,  and  it  is  pleasing 
to  report  that  the  standard  of  bar  hygiene  is  improving.  Sterilising 
agents  are  used  for  glass  washing  in  all  licensed  premises  and  suitable 
protection  is  provided  for  snacks.  During  the  year  the  following 


improvements  were  carried  out : — 

Male  W.C’s.  provided  .  .  .  .  2 

Male  W.C’s  repaired  .  .  .  .  3 

Male  Urinals  repaired  .  .  .  .  5 

Hot  water  provided  in  bars  .  .  .  .  2 

Hot  and  cold  water  provided  in  bars  .  .  2 

Sinks  provided  .  .  .  .  .  .  2 

Trapped  waste  to  sink  .  .  .  .  1 

Internal  re-decorations  carried  out  .  .  1 

Dampness  in  cellar  remedied  .  .  1 


Disinfestation  and  Disinfection.  These  services  are  carried 
out  in  accordance  with  routine  practice. 

The  number  of  complaints  regarding  verminous  premises  was 
257  in  comparison  with  278  last  year,  and  it  is  interesting  to  note  that 
no  reports  of  re-infestation  have  been  received  this  year  after  the 
initial  treatment  with  DDT  which  has  proved  most  satisfactory. 

Several  complaints  were  received  from  food  premises  in  reference 
to  infestations  by  Cockroaches  and  Steam  flies.  The  use  of  a  new 
proprietary  insecticide  proved  very  effective  especially  in  one 
bakehouse  and  two  restaurant  kitchens. 

One  of  the  problems  of  cockroach  infestation  met  with  during 
the  year  concerned  24  very  old  single  back  type  of  houses  in  two 
blocks  of  12.  Where  temporary  possession  was  obtained  it  was 
possible  to  eradicate  the  pests  entirely,  but  in  the  remainder 
periodic  treatment  will  be  necessary  until  the  houses  are  vacated. 

One  considerable  infestation  by  the  furniture  mite  {Glycophagus 
domesticus)  which  occured  in  the  stuffing  of  furniture  was  successfully 
dealt  with  by  the  use  of  Azo  benzine. 
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Several  complaints  of  infestation  by  the  common  house  fly  and 
the  ant  were  dealt  with. 

The  total  number  of  disinfection  jobs  carried  out  during  the 
year  was  2,810,  of  this  number  337  were  carried  out  on  behalf  of 
adjacent  Authorities.  The  following  table  indicates  the  type  of 
work  : — 

Total  number  of  Houses  disinfected  and  disinfested  .  .  563 

Total  number  of  Rooms  disinfected  and  disinfested  .  .  720 

Total  number  of  Beds  disinfected  and  disinfested  .  .  265 

Total  number  of  Articles  of  Clothing  disinfected  and 

disinfested  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  . .  1,808 

FACTORIES  ACT,  1937-1948 

There  are  559  factories  recorded  in  the  register  kept  for  this 
purpose,  this  is  a  reduction  of  21  on  the  previous  year.  826  visits 
were  paid  by  the  District  Inspectors.  Eight  notices  were  served  with 
regard  to  7  factories.  Eight  complaints  were  received  from  H.M. 
Inspector.  A  total  of  16  notices  were  served  on  owners  to  remedy 
the  existing  conditions  and  defects,  all  of  which  were  complied  with 
during  the  year. 

Outworkers.  In  accordance  with  the  Act,  lists  received  in 
February  and  August  from  employers  returned  118  homeworkers 
whose  premises  were  all  inspected.  Three  lists  of  names  and  addresses 
were  received  from,  and  12  were  forwarded  to,  other  local  authorities. 


Premises 

No.  on 
Register 

Inspec¬ 

tions 

No.  of 
written 
Notices 

Factories  without  mechanical  power 

110 

140 

7 

Factories  with  mechanical  power 

449 

686 

9 

Total 

559 

826 

16 

Particulars 

No.  of  cases  in  which  defects  were  found 

Found 

Remedied 

Referred 
to  H.M. 
Inspector 

Referred 
by  H.M. 
Inspector 

Want  of  cleanliness  .  . 

5 

5 

■ _ _ 

Sanitary  Conveniences — 

{a)  insufficient 

4 

5* 

3 

{b)  unsuitable  or  defective 

5 

7* 

— 

3 

(c)  not  separate  for  sexes 

1 

1 

— 

1 

Other  Offences 

1 

1 

— 

1 

Total 

16 

19 

— 

8 

*  Includes  3  outstanding  1949  complied  with. 
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Places  of  Entertainment.  The  survey  of  places  of  entertain¬ 
ment  was  completed  during  the  year,  and  on  the  whole  the  general 
standard  was  satisfactory.  All  of  them  comply  fully  with  the  require¬ 
ments  of  the  Food  &  Drugs  Act  with  regard  to  conditions  under 
which  refreshments  and  meals  are  served.  Sanitary  accommodation 
is  well  maintained.  101  routine  inspections  were  paid  to  these  premises 
during  the  year. 


SHOPS  ACT,  1950.  Section  38 

This  Act  came  into  force  in  July,  1950,  and  consolidates  the  Acts 
of  1917-1938.  There  is  no  change  in  the  duties  to  be  carried  out  by 
this  Department.  Two  complaints  were  received  from  the  Shops  Act 
Inspector  respecting  the  absence  of  sufficient  sanitary  accommoda¬ 
tion.  Due  to  the  restricted  space  such  sanitary  accommodation 
could  not  be  provided  and  certificates  of  exemption  were  granted  in 
both  cases. 

Local  Land  Charges.  1,361  requests  for  information  as  to 
statutory  action  were  dealt  with  by  the  Section. 

Swimming  Baths. 

Sixty-five  samples  were  taken  during  the  year,  all  of  which  were 
satisfactory. 

I  am  indebted  to  the  Borough  Surveyor  for  the  following  informa¬ 
tion  : — 

There  are  three  Swimming  Baths  and  one  Riverside  Swimming 
Pool  in  the  Borough. 

The  Arthur  Hill  Memorial  Baths  are  covered  and  are  equipped 
with  modern  filtration  and  chlorination  plant.  During  1950  a  break¬ 
point  chlorination  system  was  installed. 

Early  in  1950  the  Council  authorised  the  installation  of  chlorina¬ 
tion  plant  at  King’s  Meadow  Ladies’  Swimming  Bath  and  Coley 
Men’s  Swimming  Bath.  King’s  Meadow  Ladies’  Bath  was  opened  as 
a  mixed  Swimming  Bath  on  the  1st  May,  1950,  and  both  Baths  were 
provided  throughout  the  season  with  water  from  the  town  mains, 
which  was  effectively  sterilised. 

Additional  locker  accommodation  and  other  minor  improve¬ 
ments  have  also  been  carried  out  at  the  King’s  Meadow  Mixed 
Bath  and  it  is  hoped  to  carry  out  further  works  of  modernisation 
during  1951/52. 

The  Council  decided  to  close  the  former  King’s  Meadow 
Men’s  Bathing  Place,  and  the  future  use  of  this  Bath  has  not  yet 
been  decided. 
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RODENT  CONTROL 

The  work  of  rodent  destruction  has  continued  to  receive  the  close 
attention  of  the  Department.  The  total  number  of  complaints 
received  during  the  year  was  944  as  compared  with  1,013  in  1949. 
Remembering  that  almost  all  complaints  necessitate  visits  to  adjoin¬ 
ing  premises,  the  real  evaluation  of  the  work  involved  is  not  shown. 

Maintenance  treatments  of  sewers  continue  to  show  satisfactory 
results  and  the  number  of  baits  found  untouched  is  evidence  of  a 
decreasing  population  in  the  sewers. 

In  addition  to  the  destruction  of  rats  the  rodent  staff  are  called 
upon  to  destroy  other  pests  of  which  details  are  noted  in  the  following 
table. 
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Pigeons  .  .  .  .  11  4  cases,  total  of  32  destroyed,  5  cases  advised  fencing.  2  cases  being  dealt  with. 

Rabbits  .  .  '  .  .  3  3  cases  gassed,  estimated  total  kill  of  20. 

Rooks  .  .  .  .  1  Advice  given. 

Squirrels  .  .  .  .  2  1  case  advice  given.  1  case,  no  action  taken. 

Wasps  .  .  .  .  45  45  combs  gassed  and  removed. 
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Inspection  of  Food  Premises.  Increased  attention  has  been 
given  this  year  to  food  premises.  Legislation  alone  is  not  sufficient  to 
raise  the  standard  of  food  hygiene;  our  experience  is  that  frequent 
visits  of  an  advisory  nature  are  appreciated  by  the  traders  and 
their  staffs  and  a  satisfactory  response  has  been  made  in  most 
cases.  Some  2,579  visits  were  paid  to  these  premises  and  61 
informal  notices  were  served  requiring  improvements  to  various 
premises. 

A  summary  of  visits  paid  to  the  various  food  premises  follows. 


Bakehouses 

205 

Butchers’  Shops 

408 

Confectioners 

17 

Dairies  and  Milk  Shops 

302 

Fish  Shops  and  Fried  Fish  Shops 

200 

Food  Factories 

116 

Greengrocers  and  Fruiterers 

92 

Grocers .  . 

526 

Markets  and  Stalls 

88 

Restaurants  and  Kitchens 

538 

School  Meals 

32 

Works  canteens  .  . 

55 

Inspection  of  Meat  and  Other  Foods.  The  Corporation 
Abattoirs  and  the  Slaughterhouse  in  East  Street  continue  to  operate 
under  the  control  of  the  Ministry  of  Food. 

The  reconstruction  of  the  Corporation  Abattoirs  was  completed 
in  August  and  now  consists  of  a  central  Slaughter  Hall  with  adequate 
hanging  rooms  and  ample  accommodation  for  all  the  work  ancillary 
to  the  slaughtering.  All  the  equipment  is  of  up-to-date  design, 
and  slaughtering  is  carried  out  on  the  chain  system.  Lairage 
accommodation  adjacent  to  the  slaughterhouse's  in  course  of  erection 
and  should  be  available  for  use  early  in  the  coming  year. 

As  a  result  of  the  improved  accommodation  the  number  of 
animals  slaughtered  at  the  Abattoirs  has  increased  very  considerably. 
The  normal  routine  inspection  of  all  animals  slaughtered  in  the 
borough  is  still  maintained.  49,886  carcases  were  dealt  with  at  the 
Abattoirs  and  Bacon  Factory. 

Two  bovine  carcases  were  found  to  be  affected  with  Cysticercus 
Bovis  and  were  removed  to  cold  storage  for  the  requisite  period  of  21 
days  before  release  for  manufacturing  purposes.  One  carcase  was 
affected  generally  and  condemned.  In  addition  32  parts  were  affected. 

81  tons  7  cwts.  1  qtr.  and  19J  lbs.  of  meat  were  condemned  at 
the  slaughterhouses  and  bacon  factory  and  dealt  with  by  the 
Ministry’s  agents. 
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Carcases  Inspected  and  Condemned 


Cattle 

exclud’g 

Cows 

Cows 

Calves 

Sheep 

and 

Lambs 

Pigs 

No.  killed . 

8,177 

3,329 

6,234 

13,657 

18,489 

No.  inspected 

8,177 

3,329 

6,234 

13,657 

18,489 

All  diseases  except  Tuber¬ 
culosis  : 

Whole  carcases  condemned 

14 

29 

6 

13 

6 

Carcases  of  which  some  part 
or  organ  was  condemned 

1,577 

1,159 

44 

1,081 

653 

Percentage  of  the  number 
inspected  affected  with 
disease  other  than  Tuber¬ 
culosis 

19-33 

35-68 

0-80 

8-01 

3-56 

Tuberculosis  Only — 

Whole  carcases  condemned 

30 

53 

1 

— 

13 

Carcases  of  which  some  part 
or  organ  was  condemned  .  . 

588 

895 

1 

— 

193 

Percentage  of  the  number 
inspected  affected  with 
Tuberculosis 

7-56 

28-47 

0-03 

— 

Ml 
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Numbers  of  whole  carcases,  part  carcases,  organs,  etc.  condemned 
as  unfit  for  human  consumption,  and  diseases  relating  thereto  : 


Whole  Carcases. 

Part  Carcases. 

Tuberculosis 

97 

Tuberculosis 

89 

Hydraemic  and  emaciated 

Bruising  and  Injuries 

91 

condition 

17 

Peritonitis  .  . 

1 

Bruising  and  Injuries 

9 

Abscesses  .  . 

20 

Pneumonia 

1 

Caseous  Lymphadenitis 

3 

Johne’s  Disease 

5 

Pleurisy 

1 

Swine  Erysipelas 

1 

Pyaemia 

4 

Cysticercus  Bovis  .  . 

1 

Gangerene  .  . 

1 

Traumatic  Pericarditis 

6 

Fevered  and  moribund  con¬ 

dition 

13 

Septic  Metritis 

6 

Jaundice 

1 

Oedema 

1 

Peritonitis  .  . 

2 

Organs,  etc. 

Heads  and  Tongues 
Abscess 

Actinomycosis 

Tuberculosis 

Injuries 

Ringworm 

Cysticercus  Bovis  . . 
Calcified  lesions 

18 

41 

823 

10 

1 

2 

Hearts. 

Abscess 

Pericarditis 

Tuberculosis 

Erysipelas  .  . 
Cysticercus  Bovis 
Calcified  lesions 

5 

19 

44 

4 

30 

Lungs. 

Abscess 

71 

Spleens. 

Abscess 

4 

Congestion 

27 

Ruptures 

11 

Emphysema 

14 

Tuberculosis 

72 

Pneumonia 

47 

Cysts 

1 

Pleurisy 

51 

Kidney. 

Parasites 

99 

Abscess 

18 

Tuberculosis 

869 

Cysts 

684 

Cysts  .  ,  •  .  . 

155 

Nephritis 

64 

Distomatosis 

150 

Tuberculosis 

9 

Hemorrhagic 

17 

Bruising 

2 

Melonosis  .  . 

1 

Livers. 

Udders. 

Abscess 

441 

Abscess 

Angioma 

. .  437 

Mammitis  .  . 

Cirrhosis 

136 

Tuberculosis 

Distomatosis 

Necrosis 

Tuberculosis 

Degenerations 

Cysts 

. .  1323 

329 
317 
239 
.  .  ^43 

Induration 

1 

14 

13 

44 


Stomachs.  Intestines. 

Abscess  .  .  .  .  .  .  25  Johne’s  Disease  .  .  .  .  59 

Tuberculosis  .  .  .  .  63  Congestion  .  .  .  .  16 

Inflammation  .  .  .  .  16  Tuberculosis  .  .  .  .  48 

Peritonitis  .  .  .  .  .  .  2  Peritonitis  .  .  .  .  .  .  15 

Abscesses  .  .  .  .  .  .  3 

Inflammation  .  .  .  .  5 
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Condemned  Foodstuffs.  The  quantity  of  meat  and  other  food¬ 
stuffs  which  was  examined  and  found  unfit  for  human  consumption 
is  given  below. 


Bacon 

1,332  lbs 

Sausages  and  sausage  meat 

366  ,, 

Canned  goods 

. .  28,597  „ 

Fish 

3,460  „ 

Butter  Cream 

28  „ 

Cheese 

1921  „ 

Christmas  puddings 

111  „ 

Cornflakes  and  maltflakes 

508  „ 

Currants  .  . 

128  „ 

Curry 

21i„ 

Dried  Peas 

98  „ 

Dripping 

20  „ 

Eggs 

2,331 

Figs 

655  lbs 

Jam 

4  „ 

Jellies 

55  „ 

Prawns 

78  „ 

Prunes 

60  „ 

Shredded  Wheat 

1 31 

•  •  ^-^2  >> 

Sweets  and  Chocolates 

833  „ 

Sugar 

26  „ 

Tomatoes 

252  „ 

Transportation  of  Meat.  The  transport  of  meat  undertaken 
by  the  Meat  Transport  Organisation  Ltd.  is  a  matter  which  is  causing 
some  concern.  There  are  twelve  vans  operating  in  the  area,  which 
were  originally  built  for  the  transport  of  chilled  or  frozen  meat 
and  are  not  suitable  for  carrying  fresh  killed  carcases.  Though 
every  effort  is  made  to  keep  the  vans  clean  and  free  from  contamina¬ 
tion,  satisfactory  transport  can  only  be  achieved  by  the  introduction 
of  meat  vans  built  and  equipped  with  hanging  rails.  Such  vans  are 
costly  to  build,  but  in  the  interest  of  public  health  the  matter  should 
be  given  more  attention  by  the  Ministry  concerned. 

SLAUGHTER  OF  ANIMALS  ACT,  1933 

The  number  of  licensed  slaughtermen  on  the  register  at  the  end 
of  the  year  was  41,  which  included  4  new  applications. 

Knackers  Yard.  218  bovine  and  32  equine  animals  were 
slaughtered  during  the  year.  Forty-seven  visits  were  paid  to  these 
premises  and  no  complaints  were  received  and  no  nuisances  observed. 

FOOD  AND  DRUGS  ACT,  1938-44 

There  has  been  no  change  in  the  legislation  dealing  with  food 
sampling  and  procedure,  and  analysis  is  that  laid  down  in  the  above 
Acts. 

During  the  year  373  samples  were  submitted  to  the  Public 
Analyst  and  the  results  are  summarised  in  the  following  tables  : — 
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Article  examined 

Number 

of 

samples 

Number 
found  to 
be  genuine 

Number 
not  up  to 
standard 

1 

Almond  Essence 

1 

1 

Arrowroot 

1 

1 

Baking  Powder 

2 

2 

Butter 

4 

4 

Cake  and  Sponge  Mixture 

2 

2 

Cheese 

1 

1 

Chewing  Gum 

1 

1 

Coffee 

1 

1 

Coffee  and  Chicory  Extract 

1 

1 

,,  ,,  ,,  Essence  . . 

2 

2 

Coffee  Essence 

1 

1 

Coffee  Preparations 

1 

1 

Cocoanut,  Dessicated 

1 

1 

Cooking  Fat 

1 

1 

Cream,  Synthetic 

2 

2 

Curry  Powder 

1 

1 

Dripping,  Beef 

1 

1 

Fish  Cakes 

2 

2 

Galantine  .  . 

1 

1 

Gelatine 

4 

4 

,,  Powdered  .  . 

2 

2 

Ice  Cream.  . 

45 

41 

4 

Ice  Cream,  Water  Ices 

1 

1 

Junket  Rennet 

1 

1 

Jam 

1 

1 

Margarine 

2 

2 

Milk  (Condensed) 

3 

3 

,,  (Evaporated)  .  . 

1 

1 

„  (New) 

243 

217 

26 

Mint  in  Vinegar 

1 

1 

Mustard  .  . 

1 

1 

Nutmeg,  Ground 

1 

1 

Olive  Oil  .  . 

1 

1 

Paste,  Fish 

2 

2 

,,  Meat 

2 

2 

Pepper 

4 

4 

,,  Substitute  .  . 

1 

1 

Raising  Powder  .  .  .  .  .  . 

2 

2 

Saccharine  Tablets  .  . 

2 

2 

Sausage  Seasoning  .  . 

1 

1 

Sausages  (Beef) 

4 

4 

,,  (Pork) 

5 

4 

1 

Sausage  Meat  (Beef) 

2 

2 

„  „  (Pork) 

2 

2 

Soft  Drinks 

1 

1 

Spirits,  Whiskey 

1 

1 

Soup 

1 

1 

Suet,  Beef 

1 

1 

Sugar  &  Margarine  Mixture  .  . 

1 

1 

Tomato  Juice  Cocktail 

1 

1 

,,  Ketchup 

1 

1 

Vanilla  Essence 

1 

1 

Vinegar,  Malt 

3 

3 

Wine,  Non-Alcoholic 

1 

— 

1 

373 

341 

32 
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Action  taken  in  respect  of  adulterated  samples  during  the  year  : — 


No.  of 

Description 

Nature  of 

Reason  and 

Sample 

of  Article 

Adulteration 

Action  Taken 

26 

Milk 

3 1  %  deficient  in  fat 

Poor  quality  geniune 

milk. 

43 

1-6%  deficient  in  solids- 

Poor  quality  genuine 

not-fat. 

milk. 

47 

>> 

0-6%  deficient  in  solids- 

Poor  quality  genuine 

not-fat. 

milk. 

68 

>> 

20%  deficient  in  fat 

Poor  quality  genuine 

milk. 

72 

>> 

3  -  3  %  deficient  in  fat 

Poor  quality  genuine 

milk. 

81 

>> 

10%  deficient  in  fat 

As  given  by  cow 

89 

>) 

3  '3  %  deficient  in  fat 

As  given  by  cow 

101 

yy 

30%  deficient  in  fat 

Producer  warned  to 

102 

yy 

4-7%  deficient  in  solids- 

pay  attention  to  pro- 

not-fat 

> 

per  milking  at  farm 

103 

)  > 

6-6%  deficient  in  fat 

106 

)  y 

Contained  Iron  Salts 

Medicinal  tablet  fallen 

into  bottle  of  milk  in 

error. 

107 

yy 

10%  deficient  in  fat 

As  given  by  cow 

138 

y  y 

17-3%  deficient  in  fat 

Poor  quality  genuine 

milk 

159 

Ice-Cream 

Fat  Content  2-1  % 

Inferior  quality 

166 

yy 

Fat  Content  3-8% 

Inferior  quality 

179 

y  y 

F at  Content  2  •  1  % 

Inferior  quality 

177 

Milk 

5  %  deficient  in  fat 

As  given  by  cow 

187 

Milk 

10%  deficient  in  fat 

As  given  by  cow 

194 

yy 

16-7%  deficient  in  fat 

Retailer  warned  to  pay 

more  attention  to 
plunging  churns. 

225 

Ice-Cream 

Fat  Content  1-98% 

Inferior  Quality.  Pro- 

ducer  warned,  further 
sample  showed  con¬ 
siderable  improvement 

247 

Milk 

7*1%  deficient  in  solids-' 

• 

not-fat 

248 

yy 

7-1  %  deficient  in  solids- 
not-fat. 

249 

yy 

10*1%  deficient  in  solids- 

not-fat 

250 

yy 

3*3%  deficient  in  fat 

Producer  officially 

7*3%  deficient  in  solids- 

warned 

not-fat 

251 

yy 

14-8%  deficient  in  solids- 

not-fat 

252 

yy 

6-7%  deficient  in  solids- 
not-fat 

253 

yy 

5-6%  deficient  in  solids- 
not-fat 

269 

Pork 

24%  deficient  in  meat 

In  the  light  of  the 

Sausages 

explanation  offered 
producer  was  officially 
warned. 
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No.  of 

Description 

Nature  of 

Reason  and 

Sample 

of  Article 

Adulteration 

Action  Taken 

300 

Milk 

8-7%  deficient  in  solids- " 

not-fat 

301 

>> 

5%  deficient  in  fat 

1  *4%  deficient  in  solids- 

Summary  proceedings 

not-fat 

taken.  Producer  fined 

307 

>> 

10%  deficient  in  solids- 

£10 

not-fat 

350 

Non-alco- 

Incorrectly  labelled 

Referred  to  Ministry  of 

holic  ginger 

Food  Labelling  Divi- 

Wine 

sion 

LEGAL  PROCEEDINGS 

Unsound  Food,  Section  9 

Proceedings  were  instituted  under  the  above  section.  The 
Defendant  was  found  guilty  of  being  in  possession,  for  the  purpose 
of  sale,  of  meat  pies  which  were  unfit  for  human  consumption,  and 


was  fined  ;£20. 

MILK  SUPPLY 

Milk  and  Dairies  Regulations,  1949 

The  number  of  Dairies  and  Milk  Distributors  on 
at  the  end  of  the  year  was  95. 

the  register 

302  visits  were  paid  to  these  premises,  and  the  general  standard  of 
hygiene  was  found  to  be  well  maintained. 

Milk  (Special  Designation)  (Raw  Milk)  Regulations,  1949 

Milk  (Special  Designation)  (Pasteurised  and 
Milk)  Regulations,  1949 

Sterilised 

The  following  table  sets  out  the  number  and  nature  of  the 
licences  issued  by  the  Local  Authority. 

Pasteurisers 

6 

Dealers.  Tuberculin  Tested.  . 

33 

,,  Sterilised.  . 

40 

,,  Pasteurised 

54 

Supplementary.  Tuberculin  Tested  .  . 

5 

,,  Sterilised 

1 

,,  Tuberculin  Tested  (Pasteurised) 

1 

,,  Pasteurised  .  .  t  . 

1 
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417  samples  were  taken  during  the  year,  and  an  analysis  of  the 
results  is  given  below  : — 


Class  of  Milk 

No.  of 
Samples 
Tested 

Appropriate  Tests 

No.  of  Samples 

Passed 

Failed 

Pasteurised  .  . 

247 

Phosphatase 

237 

10 

Methylene  Blue 

241 

6 

Sterilised 

13 

Turbidity 

13 

— 

Tuberculin  Tested 

(Pasteurised) 

62 

Phosphatase 

60 

2 

Methylene  Blue 

58 

4 

Tuberculin  Tested.  . 

95 

Methylene  Blue 

89 

6 

BIOLOGICAL  TESTING  OF  MILK 

Thirty-six  samples  were  submitted  to  the  Public  Health  Labora¬ 
tory  Service  for  testing  for  the  presence  of  tubercle  bacilli,  but  no 
adverse  reports  were  received. 

SCHOOL  MILK  SUPPLIES 

Regular  samples  of  milk  supplied  to  the  schools  were  taken  and 
submitted  to  the  prescribed  test.  No  adverse  reports  were  received. 
All  milk  supplied  to  the  Council’s  schools  is  pasteurised  and  the 
quantity  supplied  daily  is  481  gallons. 

ICE  CREAM  (HEAT  TREATMENT)  REGULATIONS,  1947-51 

Supervision  of  the  manufacture  and  sale  of  Ice  Cream  has  been 
increased  during  the  year,  and  as  a  result  there  has  been  a  further 
improvement  in  the  standard  of  hygiene  of  both  premises  and  methods. 
Sixty-four  new  premises  were  registered  for  the  storage  and  sale  of 
Ice  Cream  and  there  was  a  reduction  of  38  in  the  number  of 
manufacturers. 

There  are  362  premises  on  the  register,  of  these  29  are  registered 
for  manufacture  in  addition  to  storage  and  sale.  633  inspections  were 
made  to  these  premises,  and  169  samples  were  submitted  to  the 
Public  Health  Laboratory  Service  for  bacteriological  examination. 
Forty-five  samples  were  submitted  to  the  Public  Analyst  for 
chemical  analysis,  of  which  4  failed  to  satisfy  the  interim  standard 
of  2|%  fat  content.  The  average  of  the  remainder  was  6.8%,  the 
highest  being  13.8%. 

The  comparative  table  of  samples  taken  showing  the  percentage 
in  each  grade  as  compared  with  the  years  1948  and  1949  is  given  below, 
and  indicates  that  the  standard  of  hygiene  is  still  improving. 
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Bacteriological  Results 

During  1950  :  169  samples  were  taken  and  submitted  for  methylene 
blue  test : — 

136  or  80.48%  fell  within  Provisional  Grades  1  and  2 
33  or  19.52%  fell  within  Provisional  Grades  3  and  4 

During  1949  :  120  samples  were  taken  and  submitted  for  methylene 
blue  test : — 

83  or  69.17%  fell  within  Provisional  Grades  1  and  2 
37  or  30.83%  fell  within  Provisional  Grades  3  and  4 

During  1948  :  205  samples  were  taken  and  submitted  for  methylene 
blue  test : — 

123  or  60.00%  fell  within  Provisional  Grades  1  and  2 
82  or  40.00%  fell  within  Provisional  Grades  3  and  4 


HOUSING 

Total  number  of  dwelling  houses  inspected  for  housing 

defects  under  Public  Health  or  Housing  Acts  ..  ..  661 

Number  of  inspections  made  for  the  purpose  .  .  .  .  2704 

Number  of  dwelling  houses  found  to  be  in  a  sate  so  dangerous 

to  health  as  to  be  unfit  for  human  habitation  .  .  .  .  4 

Number  of  dwelling  houses  found  not  to  be  in  ail  respects 

reasonably  fit  for  human  habitation  .  .  .  .  .  .  263 

Number  of  dwelling  houses  rendered  fit  in  consequence  of 
informal  action  ..  ..  ..  ..  ..  *292 

*  includes  29  outstanding  from  1949 


Housing  Act 

Number  of  dwelling  houses  in  respect  of  which  formal  notices 
requiring  repairs  were  served 

Number  of  dwelling  houses  which  were  rendered  fit  after 
service  of  formal  notices  : 

By  owner 

By  Local  Authority 

By  Undertakings  not  to  let  until  made  fit 


23 


13 

9 

1 


Public  Health  Act 

Number  of  dwelling  houses  in  respect  of  which  formal 

notices  were  served  requiring  defects  to  be  remedied  .  .  11 

Number  of  dwelling  houses  in  which  defects  were  remedied 

after  service  of  formal  notices  .  .  .  .  .  .  8 
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Summary  of  Defects  Remedied 


Description  of  Work 

Public 

Flealth 

Act 

Hous¬ 

ing 

Act 

Fac¬ 

tories 

Act 

Food 

and 

Drugs 

Shops 

Act 

Accumulations  removed  .  . 

13 

2 

1 

1 

_ 

Decorations  removed 

2 

172 

3 

10 

— 

Chimneys  repaired  or  renewed  .  . 

5 

18 

— 

— 

— 

Downspouts  repaired  or  renewed 

8 

31 

— 

— 

— 

Fireplaces  and  kitchen  grates, 
etc.,  repaired  or  renewed 

5 

42 

■ 

_ 

Floors  repaired  or  renewed 

9 

76 

— 

1 

— 

Ceilings  repaired  or  renewed 

8 

116 

— 

1 

— 

Gutters  repaired  or  renewed 

5 

71 

— 

— 

— 

Plasterwork  repaired  or  renewed .  . 

6 

129 

— 

1 

— 

Passages  repaired  .  . 

3 

26 

— 

— 

— 

Roofs  repaired  or  renewed 

35 

182 

— 

— 

— 

Staircases  repaired  or  renewed 

2 

19 

— 

1 

— 

Walls  repaired  or  renewed 

11 

147 

— 

1 

— 

Windows  repaired  or  renewed 

6 

112 

— 

— 

— 

Woodwork  (General)  repaired  or 
renewed  .  . 

6 

53 

1 

Yards  repaired 

3 

lO 

— 

1 

— 

Dampness  remedied 

9 

80 

— 

— 

— 

Coppers  repaired  or  renewed 

2 

7 

— 

— 

— 

Rent  books  inscribed  incorrectly .  . 

— 

16 

— 

— 

— 

W.C.  accommodation  repaired  or 
renewed  .  . 

15 

25 

3 

2 

W.C.  cisterns  repaired  or  renewed 

16 

18 

— 

— 

— 

W.C.  pans  repaired  or  renewed  .  . 

33 

21 

1 

— 

— 

W.C.  hopper  pan  conversions 

2 

1 

— 

— 

— 

Water  service  pipes  repaired  or 
renewed  .  . 

2 

Sufficient  water  supply  provided .  . 

5 

1 

— 

17 

— 

Sinks  repaired  or  renewed  .  . 

10 

14 

— 

6 

— 

Sink  wastes  repaired  or  renewed  .  . 

9 

9 

— 

— 

— 

Drains  tested 

15 

— 

— 

— 

— 

Drains  cleared  repaired  or  renewed 

89 

16 

— 

— 

— 

Premises  rendered  rat  proof 

2 

— 

— 

— 

— 

Nuisances  abated  (General) 

2 

— 

— 

— 

— 

Nuisances  abated  (Smoke) 

2 

— 

— 

— 

— 

Food  preparing  premises  cleansed 

— 

— 

— 

1 

— 

Kitchens  cleansed 

1 

1 

— 

1 

— 

Sufficient  W.C.  accommodation 
provided 

1 

2 

_ 

_ 

W.C.  accommodation  separate  for 
sexes 

1 

1 

1 

Premises  cleansed 

1 

— 

— 

— 

— 

Lighting  and  ventilation  improved 

— 

— 

1 

— 

— 

Drainage  of  floors 

— 

— 

— 

1 

— 

Caravans  removed 

4 

— 

— 

— 

— 

Ice  cream  premises  made  suitable 

1 

— 

— 

— 

— 

Bakehouses  cleansed 

■ 

2 

1 
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REFUSE  COLLECTION 

Mr.  K.  H.  Thorpe,  Borough  Engineer  &  Surveyor,  has  supplied 
the  following  information  : — 


HOUSE  REFUSE  COLLECTION 

During  1950,  the  collection  of  house  refuse  has  continued  once 
weekly.  The  service  is  maintained  by  12  house  refuse  collection 
vehicles  and  50  employees. 


To  attain  a  higher  standard  of  hygiene  in  the  Borough,  efforts 
have  been  continued  to  introduce  a  standard  dustbin. 


The  following  table  shows  the  quantity  of  house  refuse  collected 
from  premises  within  the  Borough  with  the  total  mileage  of  vehicles 
used  in  this  collection  : — 


Quarter  ending 

1950 

1949 

31st  March  .  . 

30th  June 

30th  September 

31st  December 

Tons 

6,944 

5,513 

4,661 

6,411 

Miles 

20,042 

24,976 

24,192 

29,004 

Tons 

7,045 

5,375 

4,072 

5,946 

Miles 

20,297 

19,471 

20,560 

21,646 

Totals 

23,529 

98,214 

22,438 

81,974 

Trade  refuse  is  collected  at  the  same  time  as  domestic  refuse  and 
at  such  other  times  as  arranged  between  the  trader  and  the  Corpora¬ 
tion.  Facilities  are  available  for  traders  to  deliver  trade  refuse  direct 
to  the  Refuse  Disposal  Tip  by  arrangement  with  the  Corporation. 


Kitchen  Waste 

The  principle  of  extending  the  individual  container  system  to 
new  Housing  Estates  and  other  areas  which  are  not  served  by  any 
kitchen  waste  collection  at  the  present  time  has  continued  steadily. 
There  is  a  keen  demand  for  the  processed  pig  food. 

HOUSE  REFUSE  DISPOSAL 

Controlled  tipping  on  a  modernised  mechanical  system  is  still 
in  operation  at  the  new  site  situated  on  low-lying  land  on  the  banks 
of  the  Kennet  and  Avon  Canal,  and  the  system  is  approved  by  the 
Ministry  of  Health  as  the  most  economical  and  advantageous  method 
of  disposal  where  land  is  available. 
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STREET  CLEANSING 

The  “  beat  ”  system  of  street  cleansing  by  street  orderlies  and 
hand  trucks  has  been  maintained  and  proves  to  be  a  satisfactory 
method.  Street  cleansing  freighters  of  an  improved  type  collect  the 
accumulated  refuse. 


The  litter  nuisance  is  still  a  problem  in  the  shopping  centres 
and  on  main  bus  routes  and  the  provision  of  additional  litter  bins 
at  bus  stops  has  failed  to  encourage  the  public  to  be  neater  in  their 
habits  relating  to  litter. 


The  following  is  a  comparative  table  of  the  number  of  employees 
engaged  on  street  cleansing  : — 

1950  1949 

Men  . .  .  .  53  51 

The  following  table  shows  the  quantity  of  street  sweepings 
collected  within  the  Borough  and  the  mileage  of  the  collection 
vehicles  : — 


Quarter  ending 

19 

50 

19 

49 

Tons 

Miles 

Tons 

Miles 

31st  March 

386 

1,289 

406 

3,999 

30th  June 

280 

1,563 

326 

4,183 

30th  September 

294 

1,534 

285 

3,718 

31st  December 

363 

2,154 

400 

3,446 

Totals  . . 

1,323 

6,540 

1,417 

15,346 

STREET  GULLY  CLEANSING 

7,470  street  gullies  were  emptied  and  sealed  with  fresh  water  by 
mechanically  operated  vehicles. 


The  following  table  shows  the  comparative  tonnage  of  silt  re¬ 
moved  during  the  years  1949 — 1950  : — 


Quarter  ending 

1950 

1949 

Tons 

Miles 

Tons 

Miles 

31st  March 

445 

2,668 

393 

2,020 

30th  June 

236 

1,834 

240 

2,984 

30th  September 

417 

2,259 

372 

2,394 

31st  December 

339 

2,568 

399 

2,616 

Totals 

1,437 

9,329 

1,404 

10,014 

68 


CESSPOOL  EMPTYING 

All  domestic  cesspools  are  emptied  by  two  mechanical  cesspool 
emptying  vehicles  upon  receipt  of  instructions  from  the  occupiers 
or  owners  of  premises,  within  the  Borough,  with  a  minimum  of 
inconvenience  and  nuisance  to  householders. 


Sewage  Disposal 

The  total  volume  of  sewage  received  at  the  Manor  Farm 
Sewage  Works  was  1620.08  million  gallons,  an  increase  of  5f%  on 
the  previous  year.  The  daily  average  flow  was  4,438,575  gallons 
and  the  total  volume  of  liquid  sludge  produced  was  8,010,296  gallons. 

Treatment  of  the  sewage  was  by  partial  treatment  activated 
sludge  followed  by  filtration,  the  average  rate  of  application  to  the 
filters  being  139  gallons  per  cubic  yard  per  day.  The  air  used  in  the 
activated  sludge  process  amounted  to  0.60  cubic  feet  of  free  air  per 
gallon  of  sewage  treated. 

Analytical  results  shewed  a  slight  increase  in  the  strength  of  the 
Raw  Sewage  and  the  purification  effected  through  the  works  was  as 
follows  : — 

Oxygen  absorbed  test,  87.0%.  B.O.D.  test  (5  days),  96.3%. 

Albuminoid  Nitrogen,  81.4%.  Suspended  Solids,  93.8%. 

The  final  effluents  have  not  been  too  satisfactory  due  to  the 
overload  which  the  works  now  carries,  and  adverse  reports  have  been 
received  on  samples  taken  by  the  Thames  Conservancy. 

Chlorination  of  the  raw  sewage  to  reduce  Septicity  has  continued, 
the  average  dose  being  4.58  parts  per  million. 

The  Caversham  Works  have  continuted  to  operate  under  diffi¬ 
culties.  The  work  of  laying  the  rising  main  to  reduce  the  load  on  the 
works  by  pumping  into  the  Manor  Farm  system  was  not  completed 
during  the  year,  and  the  whole  of  the  load  fell  therefore  on  the  plant. 
The  effluents  produced  have  in  consequence  been  unsatisfactory 
though  some  improvement  has  resulted  from  more  frequent  tank 
cleaning. 

The  Drainage  and  Sewage  Disposal  Committee  has  continued 
its  efforts  and  negotiations  throughout  the  year  to  establish  a  new 
Sewage  Disposal  Works  at  Sonning. 


Re  “Housing 

Mr.  C.  H.  R.  Willett,  L.R.I.B.A.,  the  Borough  Architect, 
has  been  good  enough  to  supply  the  following  information 

The  number  of  houses  completed  during  the  year,  i.e,  from 
1st  January,  1950,  to  31st  December,  1950,  by  the  Corporation 
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was  361.  By  private  enterprise  38.  The  number  of  houses  adapted 
by  private  enterprise  for  Dwelling  purposes  was  30,  but  I  feel  I 
should  inform  you  that  these  30  willj  in  fact,  house  36  families. 

The  number  of  families  re-housed  by  the  Local  Authority  in 
post-war  and  pre-war  houses  was  449. 

The  number  of  tubercular  families  re-housed  on  your  recom¬ 
mendation  was  23. 

The  number  of  Aged  Persons  Maisonettes  completed  during 
the  year  was  16  and  the  number  of  families  on  the  waiting  list  at  the 
31st  December  was  4,713. 
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NATIONAL  ASSISTANCE  ACT  1948. 

SECTION  21— PROVISION  OF  ACCOMMODATION  FOR 

AGED  AND  INFIRM 

During  the  year  the  first  of  the  new  Hostels  was  opened  at 
“  Wychcotes  ”  St.  Peter’s  Avenue,  Caversham,  Reading  to  accommo¬ 
date  14  elderly  women.  In  the  main  these  women  were  transferred 
from  Battle  Hospital  thus  releasing  a  certain  amount  of  accommoda¬ 
tion  for  hospital  purposes.  We  were  fortunate  in  acquiring  the 
adjoining  house  (Warren  House)  and  this  was  formally  opened  as  a 
Hostel  in  February,  1951. 

During  the  year  we  also  proceeded  with  plans  for  the  adaptation 
of  “Parkhurst”  78,  Bath  Road,  as  a  home  for  old  men  and  for  the 
adaptation  of  1,  2,  3  and  4  Southern  Hill  as  a  home  for  elderly 
people. 

The  number  of  people  for  whom  the  Local  Authority  was 
responsible  at  the  end  of  the  year  v/as  as  follows  : — 


Battle  Hospital 

Men 

.  .  15 

Women  Children 

25  — 

Total 

40 

Woodlands 

.  .  40 

36  — 

76 

Wychcotes 

,  .  — 

14  — 

14 

Warren  House 

.  .  — 

- —  — 

• — 

Other  Institutions 

. .  4 

10  — 

14 

SECTION  31— MEALS  FOR  OLD  PEOPLE. 

During  the  year  the  W.V.S.  continued  to  operate  their  “ 

Meals 

on  Wheels  ”  Service  in  the  Borough  and  8,704  meals  were  served  and 
were  appreciated  by  the  recipients.  Our  thanks  are  again  due  to  Mrs. 
Buckingham  and  her  colleagues  for  the  manner  in  which  they  have 
continued  to  administer  this  service. 

SECTION  29— WELFARE  OF  HANDICAPPED  PERSONS— 

BLIND  PERSONS 


The  Secretary  of  the  Association  for  the  Welfare  of  the  Blind  has 
supplied  the  following  information  : — ■ 


On  December  31st,  1950,  there 

were  215  blind  people 

on  the 

register  of  the  Reading  Association 

for  the  Welfare  of  the 

Blind. 

91  males  and  124  females.  The  age  groups 

Age  Groups 

Male 

were  as  follows 

Female 

Total 

Under  1  year 

— 

• — ■ 

— 

1 — 4  years  .  . 

— 

• — 

— 

5 — 15  years 

.  2 

— 

2 

16 — 20  years 

.  4 

1 

5 

21 — 39  years 

.  8 

6 

14 

40 — 49  years 

.  9 

10 

19 

50 — 64  years 

.  15 

21 

36 

65  years  and  over 

.  53 

86 

139 

Totals 

. .  91 

124 

215 
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Age  at  which  Blindness  Occurred 


Male 

Female 

Total 

Under  1  year 

.  .  10 

9 

19 

1 — 4  years  .  . 

..  1 

3 

4 

5 — 15  years 

..  4 

2 

6 

16  20  years 

. .  3 

1 

4 

21 — 39  years 

. .  11 

13 

24 

40 — 49  years 

. .  9 

9 

18 

50 — 64  years 

. .  22 

34 

56 

65  years  and  over 

. .  29 

52 

81 

Age  unknown 

. .  2 

1 

3 

Totals 

91 

124 

215 

During  the  year  there  were  17  deaths,  10  transfers  out,  31  new 
cases,  6  transfers  in  and  one  de-certified.  One  person  changed  her 
address  and  could  not  be  traced. 

Home  Workers.  During  the  year  the  7  Home  Workers  have 
continued  as  in  1949,  and  there  has  been  no  change  in  the  scheme. 

Employed  Blind  persons.  Apart  from  the  Home  Workers 
eighteen  Blind  persons  are  employed  in  various  occupations,  as 
factory  operatives,  typists,  telephone  operators  etc.  One  is  in  the  legal 
profession,  one  a  masseur,  and  a  third  works  for  the  Industrial 
Employment  Service  of  the  National  Institute  for  the  Blind. 

Social  Activities.  The  pastime  Classes  and  Domino  Club 
have  continued  their  weekly  meetings  and  the  Monthly  Social  has 
proved  increasingly  popular. 

Summer  Outing.  Four  29-seater  coaches  conveyed  Blind 
people  and  their  guides  to  Bognor  on  17th  June.  A  very  happy  time 
was  enjoyed  and  requests  have  been  made  to  visit  Bognor  again  in 
1951. 

Christmas  Party.  This  was  held  in  Mcllroys  Jacobean  Rest¬ 
aurant  on  December  13th,  the  tea  and  facilities  being  kindly  provided 
by  the  courtsey  of  Messrs  Mcllroys  :  There  was  a  large  gathering  of 
180  blind  people  and  friends.  The  Mayor  distributed  gifts  from  the 
Xmas  Tree  and  members  of  the  Committee  also  attended  and  helped 
to  make  a  successful  Party.  Entertainment  was  provided  by  the 
Blind  choir  and  a  pianist. 

Horticultural  Show.  Through  the  kindness  of  the  Horticul¬ 
tural  Federation  the  Association  again  furnished  a  stall  at  their 
Annual  Show  at  Cintra.  The  amount  realised  from  the  sale  of  goods, 
was  £2^^. 

Geranium  Day.  The  total  collection  was  ;£410  a  decrease  of 
;(^150  on  the  previous  year. 

Pendragon  Theatre.  The  Association  are  indebted  to  the 
Management  for  their  generosity  in  allowing  10 — 12  Blind  people 
and  2  guides  to  attend  the  theatre  every  Tuesday  evening. 
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Lectures.  A  course  of  six  lectures  on  Music  Appreciation 
was  held  in  February  and  March,  the  lecturer  being  Mrs.  Carson. 
Twelve  lectures  on  Local  Government  were  given  by  Mrs.  Cusden 
commencing  25th  September.  Both  of  these  courses  were  arranged 
by  the  Workers’  Educational  Association  and  were  much  appreciated 
by  those  who  attended. 

Bus  Passes,  Cinema  Passes.  The  Association  is  indebted  to 
the  Corporation  for  free  passes  on  the  Corporation  buses.  The 
Thames  Valley  Traction  Co.  Ltd.  and  Aldershot  Traction  Co.  Ltd. 
have  also  allowed  blind  people  to  travel  free  and  our  thanks  are  due 
to  them.  The  following  Cinema  Managers  have  arranged  for  free 
passes  to  be  made  available  to  Blind  persons,  Central,  Odeon, 
Pavilion,  Savoy  and  Vaudeville  and  this  concession  is  much  appre¬ 
ciated  by  a  number  who  enjoy  a  visit  to  the  Pictures. 

Holiday  Fund.  The  Blind  people  save  up  for  their  holiday  and 
the  Association  adds  50%  of  whatever  is  saved  to  make  a  total  not 
exceeding  ^£10.  To  qualify  for  the  bonus  the  blind  person  must  go 
away  for  a  holiday.  This  is  a  very  popular  means  of  assistance  and 
the  fund  is  well  supported  eleven  people  qualifying  for  the  maximum 
grant  of  £3  6s.  8d.  during  the  year. 

Winter  Coal.  The  Association  again  provided  Coal  for  the 
Winter.  Invalids  and  those  over  70  received  a  ton  or  16  cwt. 
according  to  need  and  the  rest  2  cwts.  each,  excepting  those  be¬ 
longing  to  St.  Dunstans,  who  are  looked  after  by  that  Association. 

Wireless.  During  the  year  7  sets  were  received  from  the  British 
Wireless  for  the  Blind  Fund.  4  portable  battery  and  three  electric 
sets.  The  Association  pays  part  of  the  cost  of  renewal  of  batteries 
and  for  all  wireless  repairs  of  registered  blind  persons. 

Talking  Books.  Three  more  talking  Book  Machines  were 
purchased  during  the  year  making  a  total  of  six  distributed  among 
the  blind  people. 

Resignation  of  Miss  Littler.  The  Association  were  sorry  that 
Miss  Littler  found  it  necessary  to  resign  her  position  as  Secretary 
in  December.  She  had  worked  for  the  Association  for  9  years, 
first  as  Home  Teacher  and  later  as  Secretary.  Presentations  from 
the  Committee,  and  from  the  staff  and  friends  were  made  to  her  at 
the  Christmas  Party  which  was  also  her  final  meeting  with  the 
blind  people. 

Home  Teachers.  Miss  Hodge  and  Miss  Deeming  attended 
the  Home  Teachers  Conference  in  London  in  February.  At  the  end 
of  April  both  Home  Teachers  left  to  take  up  new  appointments. 
Their  successors  Miss  Macey  and  Miss  Macauley  commenced  duties 
in  August  and  October  respectively. 

The  Executive  Committee,  has  held  10  meetings  during  the 
year.  The  Annual  General  Meeting  of  the  Association  was  held  in  the 
Council  Chamber  on  July  7th,  when  officers  were  elected  for  the 
ensuing  year  and  a  talk  on  “  The  Employment  of  the  Blind  in  In¬ 
dustry  ”  was  given  by  Mr.  Croyman,  a  Placement  Officer  of  the 
National  Institute  for  the  Blind. 
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The  Agreement  between  the  Council  and  the  Reading 
Association  for  the  Welfare  of  the  Blind  was  under  consideration  at 
the  end  of  the  year  but  was  not  completed  until  January,  1951. 
Under  this  Agreement  the  Reading  Association  for  the  Welfare  of 
the  Blind  will  continue  to  act  as  Agent  for  the  Reading  County 
Borough  Council  in  carrying  out  such  duties  as  the  latter  may  request 
for  the  provision  of  Welfare  Services  for  Blind  and  Partially- Sighted 
Persons. 

Report  of  Consulting  Ophthalmic  Surgeon 

Mr.  G.  T.  Willoughby  Cashed,  F.R.C.S.,  has  given  the  following 
report  in  connection  with  the  work  he  has  undertaken  during  the 
year : — 

During  1950,  Thirty-six  cases  were  examined  for  admission  to 
the  Blind  Register,  of  which  2  cases  were  re-examinations  and  one 


case  was  examined  for 

de-certification. 

Blind 

Not 

Blind 

Partially 

Blind 

Total 

Cataract 

..  3 

2 

2 

7 

Glaucoma  .  . 

..  3 

— 

— • 

3 

Myopia 

..  2 

— 

— 

2 

Retinal  Conditions 

..  4 

— 

1 

5 

Congenital  do. 

..  3 

— 

— 

3 

Infective  do. 

..  3 

— 

— 

3 

Degenerative  do. 

..  12 

— 

— 

12 

Neoplasm  . . 

..  1 

— 

— 

1 

31 

2 

3 

36 

Cataract.  Of  the  3  cases  of  cataract  certified  blind  in  one  case 
the  prognosis  if  an  operation  were  performed  was  poor,  in  one  case 
fair  and  in  the  third  good.  Of  the  2  uncertified  cases  one  had  been 
successfully  operated  upon,  as  had  the  2  partially  sighted  cases. 

Glaucoma.  One  of  the  cases  of  glaucoma  had  been  operated 
upon. 

Myopia.  One  case  of  myopia  also  had  a  detached  retina  in 
one  eye  and  the  other  had  had  bilaterial  cataract  extraction  and  had 
macula  degeneration. 

Retinal  Conditions.  One  patient  had  had  a  successful  cataract 
extraction  on  each  eye  followed  in  each  case  by  a  detached  retina. 
Another  had  bilateral  retinal  detachment,  the  third  had  a  detach¬ 
ment  in  one  eye  and  the  fourth  had  pigmentary  retinal  degene¬ 
ration. 

Infective  Conditions.  Of  these  3  cases  one  was  suffering  from 
chronic  iridocyclitis  associated  with  osteo -arthritis  and  hydro¬ 
nephrosis  and  two  from  iritis  with  secondary  glaucoma  in  one  case 
and  secondary  cataract  in  the  other. 
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Degenerative  Conditions.  Of  the  12  certified  cases  the 
degeneration  was  due  in  10  of  the  patients  to  senile  changes  and  in 
2  to  diabetes. 

Neoplasm.  This  patient  had  irdio-cyclitis  followed  by- 
secondary  glaucoma  in  one  eye  and,  in  the  other,  an  intraocular 
neoplasm  treated  by  radon  absolute  glaucoma  supervening. 

The  de-certified  case  had  regained  normal  vision  in  one  eye 
following  extraction  of  a  secondary  cataract.” 


WELFARE  OF  THE  DEAF  AND  DUMB 

During  the  year  discussions  took  place  with  the  Oxford  Diocesan 
Association  for  the  deaf  and  dumb  with  a  view  to  obtaining  some 
satisfactory  agency  arrangement.  Unfortunately  it  v/as  not  possible 
to  arrive  at  any  agreement  in  this  matter. 

Welfare  of  the  Hard  of  Hearing.  Previous  arrangements 
have  continued  whereby  the  welfare  work  for  the  hard  of  hearing  is 
carried  out  by  the  Reading  Hard  of  Hearing  Association.  Financial 
contribution  is  made  by  the  Corporation  but  there  is  no  formal 
agency  arrangement. 
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MISCELLANEOUS  ITEMS 

Cremation.  The  Medical  Officer  of  Health  is  the  Medical 
Referee  to  the  Reading  Crematorium.  During  the  year  576 
cremations  were  carried  out. 

Public  Health  Laboratory  Service.  A  certain  amount  of 
bacteriological  work  is  carried  out  at  the  Royal  Berkshire  Hospital, 
but  unfortunately  this  laboratory  is  not  yet  able  to  give  an  adequate 
service. 

Nursing  Homes.  There  are  8  homes  registered  with  the  local 
authority,  providing  bed  accommodation  for  32  maternity  patients 
and  60  others,  a  total  of  92  beds. 

All  homes  were  inspected  during  the  year. 

NURSERY  AND  CHILD  MINDERS  ACT,  1948 

I 

Child  Minders  registered  3. 

Number  of  children  per  session  28 

No  fresh  applications  for  registration  were  received  during  the  year. 


CLEAN  FOOD  CAMPAIGN 

The  chief  sanitary  inspector  has  given  lectures  on  Food  hygiene 
to  the  Licensed  Victuallers  Association  and  the  Fish  Traders  Assoc¬ 
iation;  these  lectures  were  given  by  arrangement  with  the  Reading 
Technical  College. 

The  Central  Council  for  Health  Education  also  organised  a 
one-day  course  of  lectures  for  those  engaged  in  the  school  meals 
service  in  Reading  and  surrounding  areas. 
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READING  EDUCATION  COMMITTEE 

i 


HIS  WORSHIP  THE  MAYOR  (Alderman  A.  F.  Clark) 


Aldermen 

HERBERT  SAMUEL  LANGSTON  JEREMIAH  JOHN  DWYER 

THOMAS  STEPHEN  WILLIAM  SMART 


Coimcillors 


ROBERT  ARTHUR  BRADLEY 
EDWARD  ALBERT  BUSBY 
MARY  KATHERINE  LOGAN  DAHNE 
REGINALD  FFOLLIOTT  HASLUCK, 
M.A.,  J.P. 

EDITH  ELLA  LOVETT 
WILLIAM  MAPSTONE 
ADA  MARGARET  SALZMANN 


ALICE  JEANETTE  BURROWS 
ETIENNE  CYRIL  ERNEST  BARRATT 
GEOFFREY  SIMPSON  FIELD 

(  Vice-Chairman) 

FRANK  HUMPHREYS  LEWIS  {Chairman) 
LILLIAN  MARY  MILLER 
WILLIAM  FREDERICK  PETITT 
THOMAS  HENRY  SAUNDERS 


Co-opted  Members 

The  Right  Rev.  THE  LORD  BISHOP  The  Rev.  Dr.  J.  P.  MURPHY 


SUFFRAGAN  OF  READING 
Prof.  H.  C.  BARNARD,  M.A. 
W.  S.  COSTIN,  M.A. 

W.  J.  SOUCH,  B.Sc.,  J.P. 

C.  WRIGHT 


The  Rev.  Dr.  R.  A.  VINE 
E.  F.  ALLWOOD,  B.Sc. 

W.  A.  PALMER 

J.  F.  WOLFENDON,  C.B.E.,  M.A. 
Miss  J.  ELLIOT,  B.A. 
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STAFF  AT  DECEMBER  31st,  1950 


School  Medical  Officer 
E.  HUGHES,  M.D.,  D.P.H.,  D.P.A. 


Senior  Assistant  School  Medical  Officer 
T.  W.  ROBSON,  M.B.,  Ch.B.,  D.P.H.  (left  31.10.50) 


Assistant  School  Medical  Officers 
VIOLET  FRASER,  M.B.,  B.S.,  M.R.C.S.,  L.R.C.P. 

ROMA  NANCY  CHAMBERLAIN,  M.B.,  Ch.B.,  D.Obst.  R.C.O.G.,  D.C.H. 

(commenced  1.9.50) 

S.  J.  McCLATCHEY,  M.B.,  B.Ch.,  B.A.O.,  D.P.H. 

(left  31.3.50) 

ALICE  MARGARET  LLOYD,  M.R.C.S.,  L.R.C.P. 

(commenced  1.12.50) 


Senior  Dental  Officer 
J.  CAMPBELL,  L.D.S.,  R.C.S.  (Ed.) 


Dental  Officers 

(Mrs.)  M.  V.  GODDARD,  L.D.S.,  R.C.S. 

(Mrs.)  M.  L.  C.  YOUNG,  L.D.S.,  R.C.S.  (Part-time)  left  11.3.50 


Miss  O.  EDGAR 
Mrs.  1.  E.  WHITE 
Miss  M.  PLATT  • 


School  Nurses 
Mrs.  H.  KING 
Mrs.  M.  W.  VINCENT 
(left  31.10.50) 


Miss  F.  L.  GATES 
Miss  F.  N.  FEWTRELL 


Senior  Clerk 
Miss  W.  M.  DIX 
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MEDICAL  OFFICER  OF  HEALTH’S  DEPARTMENT. 

TOWN  HALL, 

READING. 


September,  1951. 


TO  THE  CHAIRMAN  AND  MEMBERS  OF  THE 
EDUCATION  COMMITTEE. 


Ladies  and  Gentlemen, 

I  beg  to  submit  my  Annual  Report  on  the  work  of  the 
School  Health  Service  for  1950. 

1  he  work  of  the  Department  was  handicapped  by  some 
extent  by  shortage  of  medical  staff  and  therefore  we  have  tried  to 
concentrate  upon  essential  examinations,  and  it  has  not  been 
possible  to  carry  out  any  special  investigations.  Unfortunately 
the  shortage  of  dental  surgeons  has  continued  and  Mr.  Campbell’s 
report  reveals  that  there  has  been  an  increase  in  the  number  of 
casuals  and  a  decrease  in  the  number  of  routine  inspections.  At 
the  moment  it  is  not  possible  to  see  any  early  solution  of  this 
problem  of  shortage  of  dental  surgeons. 


I  would  like  to  express  my  appreciation  of  the  help  which 
has  been  given  to  me  by  the  Chief  Education  Officer,  his  office 
staff  and  the  teachers  during  the  year.  'I  must  also  pay  tribute  to 
the  loyalty  and  hard  work  of  my  own  staff  and  last  but  not  least. 
I  would  like  to  thank  the  Chairman  and  Members  of  the  Welfare 
Sub-Committee  for  their  interest  and  support  during  a  difficult 
year. 


I  am, 

Your  obedient  servant, 

E.  HUGHES, 

Medical  Officer  of  Health. 
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SCHOOL  POPULATION 


The  following  figures  give  the  school  population  for  the  various 
age  groups. 


Between 

14-15 

13-14 

12-13 

11-12 

10-11 

9-10 

8-9 

7-8 

6-7 

5-6 

Total 
all  ages 

1,490 

1,599 

1,560 

1,484 

1,460 

1,440 

1,548 

1,648 

1,813 

1,687 

15,729 

Between 

4-5 

3-4 

2-3 

1-2 

Under  1 

1,910 

2,120 

1,855 

1,763 

1,589 

HANDICAPPED  CHILDREN.  SUMMARY  OF  POSITION  AT  DECEMBER  31st,  1951. 
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PERIODIC  MEDICAL  INSPECTIONS 

The  work  of  periodic  medical  inspection  was  carried  out 
throughout  the  year  and  we  tried  to  arrange  these  inspections  so 
that  each  Department  was  visited  once  a  term. 

We  were  rather  handicapped  by  shortage  of  staff  but  so  far  as 
possible  this  was  remedied  by  the  part-time  use  of  the  services  of 
general  practitioners. 

The  following  table  gives  particulars: — 

A — Periodic  Medical  Inspections 

Entrants 

Second  Age  Group 

Third  Age  Group 

Total 

Number  of  other  periodic  inspections 

Grand  Total 

B — Other  Inspections 

Number  of  special  inspections  .  .  1,136 

Number  of  Re-inspections  .  .  1,687 

Total  2,823 


C — Pupils  found  to  require  Treatment, 


Group 

(1) 

For  defective 
vision 
(including 
squint) 

•  (2) 

For  any  of  the  other 
conditions  recorded 
in  Table  II 

(3) 

Total 

individual 

pupils 

(4) 

Entrants  .  , 

19 

264 

274 

Second  Age  Group 

79 

’  -  239 

258 

Third  Age  Group 

41 

152 

164 

Total  (prescribed  groups) 

139 

655 

696 

Other  Periodic  Inspec¬ 
tions 

68  . 

181 

208 

Grand  Total  . . 

207 

836  • 

904 

1,361 

1,184 

1,037 

3,582 

1,107 

c 

4,689 


83 


TABLE  II 


Return  of  Defects  found  by  Medical  Inspection  in 
the  year  ended  December  31st,  1950 


Defect  or  Disease 

(1) 

Periodic  Inspections 

• 

Special  Inspections 

No.  of  defects 

No.  of  defects 

Requiring 

treatment 

(2) 

Requiring  to 
be  kept  under 
observation 
but  not 
requiring 
treatment 

(3) 

Requiring 

treatment 

(4) 

Requiring  to  be 
kept  under 
observation  but 
not  requiring 
treatment 

(5) 

Skin 

72 

18 

675 

5 

Eyes 

(a)  Vision 

207 

134 

29 

— 

{b)  Squint 

69 

19 

— 

— 

(c)  Other 

10 

5 

210 

1 

Ears — 

(a)  Hearing 

13 

7 

11 

— 

(b)  Otitis  Media  . . 

27 

20 

71 

(c)  Other 

10 

3 

126 

1 

Nose  or  Throat 

198 

198 

149 

2 

Speech 

16 

25 

6 

1 

Cervical  Glands 

11 

25 

19 

1 

Heart  and  Circulation  .  . 

21 

36 

9 

— 

Lungs 

33 

74 

37 

3 

Developmental — 

(a)  Hernia 

3 

2 

— 

— 

(b)  Other 

6 

33 

3 

— 

Orthopaedic — 

(a)  Posture 

121 

60 

4 

— 

(b)  Flat  foot 

129 

96 

22 

— 

(c)  Other 

48 

80 

22 

— 

Nervous  system — 

(a)  Epilepsy 

1 

2 

— 

— 

(b)  Other 

12 

20 

1 

— 

Psychological — 

(a)  Development  .  . 

4 

12 

10 

— 

(b)  Stability 

13 

40 

11 

— 

Other 

149 

73 

3,041 

9 

84 


TABLE  III 

INFESTATION  WITH  VERMIN 

(i)  Total  number  of  examinations  in  the 

schools  by  the  school  nurses  or  other 
authorized  persons  .  .  .  .  49,374 

(ii)  Total  number  of  individual  pupils  found 

to  be  infested  .  .  .  .  .  .  920 

(hi)  Number  of  individual  pupils  in  respect  of 
whom  cleansing  notices  were  issued 
(Section  54  (2),  Education  Act,  1944)  130 

(iv)  Number  of  individual  pupils  in  respect  of 
whom  cleansing  orders  were  issued 
(Section  54  (3),  Education  Act,  1944)  3 

No  legal  proceedings  were  instituted  against  parents  under  the 
provisions  of  Section  54  of  the  Education  Act. 

TABLE  IV 

Treatment  of  Pupils  attending  maintained  Primary  and 
Secondary  Schools  (including  Special  Schools) 


Group  1 — Diseases  of  the  Skin  (excluding  uncleanliness,  for  which 

see  Table  III) 


Number  of  cases  treated 

or  under  treatment 

during  the 

year 

by  the  Authority 

Otherwise 

Ringworm —  (i)  Scalp 

20 

15 

(ii)  Body 

56 

— 

Scabies 

53 

— 

Impetigo 

58 

2 

Other  skin  diseases 

357 

6 

Total  . . 

544 

23 

Group  2 — Eye  Diseases,  Defective  Vision  and  Squint 


Number  of  cases  dealt  with 

by  the  Authority 

Otherwise 

External  and  other,  excluding  errors  of 
refraction  and  squint 

71 

Not  known 

Errors  of  refraction  (including  squint)  .  . 

745 

Total  .  . 

816 

No.  of  pupils  for  whom  spectacles  were 

(a)  Prescribed 

(b)  Obtained 

419 

336 

Not  known 

Total  .  . 

755 
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Group  3 — Child  Guidance  Treatment 


Number  of  cases  treated 

In  the  Authority’s 
Child  Guidance 
Clinics 

Elsewhere 

Number  of 
Guidance 

pupils  treated  at  Child 
Clinics 

97 

— 

Group  4 — Speech  Therapy 


Number  of  cases  treated 

by  the  Authority 

Otherwise 

No.  of  pupils  treated  by  Speech  Therapists 

124 

— 

Group  5 — Other  Treatment  Given 


Number  of  cases  treated 

by  the  Authority 

Otherwise 

(a)  Miscellaneous  minor  ailments 

(b)  Other  (specify) 

3,503 

116 

1.  Eye  Disease  (external) 

176 

2 

2.  Ear  Defects  . . 

3. 

4. 

5. 

143 

6 

Total  . . 

3,822 

124 

We  have  no  reliable  information  as  to  the  number  of  school 
children  who  were  treated  for  orthopaedic  or  ear,  nose  or  throat 
conditions. 

SPEECH  THERAPY  CLINIC 

124  children  attended  the  speech  clinic  during  1950. 

44  discharged  cured  or  greatly  improved. 

19  we  kept  under  observation. 

3  referred  to  Child  Guidance. 

2  left  school  before  treatment  complete. 

4  taken  off  register  for  non-attendance. 

52  continued  into  1951. 
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27  cases  of  stammering. 

3  ,,  ,,  plus  defective  articulation. 

63  ,,  defective  articulation. 

3  ,,  cerebral  palsy. 

9  ,,  cleft  palate  or  bifurcated  uvula. 

8  ,,  disorders  of  voice  or  resonance. 

4  ,,  lack  of  speech  development  due  to  partial  deafness. 

7  ,,  lack  of  speech  development  due  to  mental  back¬ 

wardness. 

Clinics  were  held  at  Queen’s  Road,  Grovelands,  Battle,  Whitley 
and  the  Avenue  School. 

One  morning  a  week  was  kept  for  school  and  home  visits, 
interviewing  and  advising  parents. 


Nutrition.  The  Classification  of  the  General  Condition  of 
Pupils  Inspected  during  the  year  in  the  age  groups  was  as  follows: — 


A 

(Good) 

B 

(Fair) 

C 

(Poor) 

Age  Groups 

Number 
of  Pupils 
Inspected 

No. 

0/ 

/o 

of 

Col.2 

No. 

0/ 

/o 

of 

Col.2 

No. 

0/ 

/o 

of 

Col.2 

(1) 

(2) 

(3) 

(4) 

(5) 

(6) 

(7) 

(8) 

Entrants 

1,361 

657 

48.2 

688 

50.6 

16 

1.2 

Second  Age  Group  . . 

1,184 

394 

33.2 

773 

65.2 

17 

1.4 

Third  Age  Group 

1,037 

337 

32.4 

689 

66.4 

11 

1.06 

Other  Periodic 
Inspections 

1,107 

442 

39.9 

661 

59.7 

4 

.36 

Total  . . 

4,689 

1,830 

39.02 

2,811 

59.9 

48 

1.02 

NOTE: — The  figures  in  Column  (2)  should  normally  equal  those  detailed 

under  Table  1a. 
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School  Dental  Service.  Mr.  J.  Campbell,  L.D.S.,  reports 
as  follows: — 

At  the  commencement  of  the  year,  there  were  two  full  time 
and  one  part  time  Dental  Officers  but  Mrs.  Young,  the  part  time 
officer,  left  the  service  on  11th  March,  1950.  Whitley  Dental 
Clinic  had  to  be  closed,  due  to  this  fact. 

The  number  of  inspections,  at  school,  is  very  much  smaller 
than  is  desirable  but  this  is  unavoidable,  until  more  Dental  Officers 
are  available. 

Special  cases  or  casuals  have  again  shown  an  increase  of  over 
30%  and  this  work  takes  up  a  considerable  part  of  the  Dental 
Officer’s  time  daily.  As  I  have  stated  previously,  the  majority  of 
special  cases  are  in  a  septic  condition.  This  means  inspection  on 
the  first  visit,  referring  the  child  for  a  general  anaesthetic,  necessi¬ 
tating  a  second  and  in  many  cases  further  visits. 

The  supply  of  dentures  to  school  children  remains  at  much 
the  same  level  as  the  previous  year. 

Orthodontic  treatment  is  in  constant  demand  and  could  be 
greatly  expanded  but  at  present  only  selected  cases  can  be  dealt 
with. 

X-rays  are  taken  at  Battle  Hospital  and  during  the  year,  num¬ 
bered  twelve. 

The  following  tables  give  details  of  the  work  carried  out. 


ANNUAL  DENTAL  REPORT,  1950. 


1 — Number  of  children  inspected  at  school — 

{a)  Routine  Age  Groups — 

5  years 

6  „ 

7  „ 

8  „ 

9  „ 

10  „  . 

11  „ 

12  „ 

13  „ 

14  „ 

15  ,. 

16  „ 


35 

41 

103 

124 

118 

127 

198 

258 

241 

231 

94 

22 


1,592 

{b)  Specials  . .  . .  . .  2,826 


Total  . .  . .  . .  4,418 


88 


2 — Number  found  to  require  treatment 

4,009 

3 — Number  referred  for  treatment 

3,959' 

4 — Number  actually  treated  .  . 

3,608 

5— Number  attendances  .  .  > 

8,090 

6— Half-day’s  inspection 

11 

,,  treatment 

904 

915 

7 — Fillings — Permanent 

2,586 

Temporary 

426 

3,012 

8 — Extractions — Permanent 

826 

Temporary 

3,192 

Orthodontic 

91 

4,109 

9 — Administration  of  General  Anaesthe¬ 


tics  .  .  .  .  . .  1,555 

10 —  Other  Operations — Permanent  .  .  1,496 

Temporary  . .  2,247 

3,743 

11 —  Cases  for  advice  only  ..  ..  412 


The  following  also  received  dental  treatment. 


No. 

Treated 

No. 

Attends. 

No. 

Extracts 

No. 

Fillings 

General 

Anaes¬ 

thetics 

No. 

Dis¬ 

charged 

Blue  Coat  School 

3 

12 

3 

7 

2 

3 

Abbey  School  . . 

9 

22 

6 

10 

3 

8 

St.  Joseph’s 
Convent 

6 

20 

7 

8 

3 

5 

Christ’s  Hospital 

7 

9 

3 

3 

2 

7 

Remand  Home . . 

4 

13 

4 

3 

4 

2 

Occupation  Cen. 

8 

19 

31 

— 

8 

8 

Thirty-four  school  children  were  supplied  with  dentures,  during 
the  year.  Six  existing  dentures  were  repaired  and  one  child  fitted 
with  an  acrylic  Cap  for  a  fractured  tooth.  ■ 

In  the  Orthodontic  section,  thirty-five  children  were  fitted 
with  appliances  and  made  511  attendances.  Fifteen  additions  and 
repairs  were  carried  out  on  existing  appliances. 
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THE  AVENUE  SCHOOL 

The  Avenue  School.  I  am  grateful  to  Mr.  G.  Ross,  Head¬ 
master  for  the  following  information: — 

The  name  of  the  school  was  changed  during  the  year. 

In  the  E.S.N.  Department,  Miss  King  replaced  Miss  M.  M. 
O’Flynn,  B.A.,  who  was  seconded  for  research  work  at  the  Uni¬ 
versity. 

After  observation  of  the  work  in  the  physiotherapy  department 
at  Royal  Berkshire  Hospital,  special  daily  exercises  for  six  asthmatic 
children  were  started  under  Miss  M ’Manus.  The  encouragement 
of  participation  in  swimming  continued  with  success  and  fourteen 
boys  and  one  girl  in  the  E.S.N.  Department;  one  boy  in  the  Open 
Air  and  eight  boys  and  two  girls  in  the  Physically  Handicapped 
department  were  awarded  certificates  by  the  Schools  Swimming 
Association,  and,  in  addition,  special  certificates  were  awarded  to 
two  P.H.  boys. 

The  extension  of  lavatory  and  cloak-room  accommodation; 
the  alteration  to  storage  and  staff  room  and  to  equipment  in  the 
main  kitchen  and  the  building  of*  a  new  kitchen  wash-house  for  the 
Open  Air  Department,  making  possible  the  sterilising  of  all  cutlery 
and  dishes,  were  completed  during  the  year.  The  old  school 
laundry  was  adapted  for  general  arts  and  crafts  and  Mrs.  Liddell 
added  to  the  staff  as  a  part  time  teacher  for  craft  work  with  E.S.N. 
and  P.H.  girls.  All  electric  light  wiring  and  fittings  were  re-newed 
and  the  two  P.H.  classrooms  equipped  with  new  chairs  and  desks. 

There  was  an  exhibition  of  the  children’s  paintings  and  models 
in  clay  and  prizes  were  awarded  for  the  first  time  at  Open  Day  to 


those  children  whose 

progress  was 

assessed 

as  best  for  the 

year. 

The  roll  of  the  school 

was  as 

follows:- 

E.S.N. 

P.H. 

O.A. 

Boys 

Girls 

Boys 

Girls 

Boys 

Girls 

On  Roll  Jan,  1950  . . 

49 

31 

31 

12 

.  21 

25 

Admitted  during  year 

9 

3 

8 

1 

13 

6 

Left  during  year 

12 

6 

5 

3 

10 

6 

On  Roll  Dec.,  1950  . . 

50 

31 

31 

11 

22 

27 

Two  boys  and  one  girl  were  temporary  excluded  from  the 
E.S.N.  Department;  two  boys  left  the  district;  one  boy  was  admitted 
to  an  Institution  and  five  girls  and  seven  boys  left  for  employment. 

Two  boys  and  one  girl  returned  to  ordinary  school  from  the 
P.H.  Department;  one  boy  was  admitted  to  hospital  and  two  boys 
and  two  girls  left  for  employment. 

A  boy  and  a  girl  were  admitted  to  hospital  from  the  O.A. 
Department;  a  boy  and  a  girl  left  for  employment  and  seven  boys 
and  four  girls  returned  to  ordinary  school. 
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SCHOOL  MEALS  SERVICE 

The  average  number  of  meals  served  daily  fell  during  the  year, 
only  reaching  a  maximum  of  6,660  per  day.  This  decline  in  num¬ 
bers  appeared  to  be  due  mainly  to  the  increase  in  the  cost  of  the 
meal  from  5d.  to  6d.  each. 

A  new  canteen  was  opened  at  The  Hill  School  in  February. 
There  are  340  children  on  books  and  200  meals  are  served  daily 
in  the  canteen.  Open  days  were  held  at  Caversham  Senior  School 
and  Alfred  Sutton  Central  and  Junior  Schools.  The  canteens  at 
each  school  were  open  for  inspection  and  to  give  information  about 
school  meals.  Both  canteens  had  a  large  number  of  visitors. 

The  food  value  of  the  meal  has  been  good,  advantage  having 
been  taken  of  the  rations  allowed  of  meat,  fresh  milk,  cheese,  eggs 
and  bacon.  More  dried  milk  has  been  included  in  the  diet,  to 
increase  the  protein  content  of  the  meal. 

It  is  interesting  to  notice  that  in  February  the  percentage  of 
children  taking  meals,  compared  with  those  present,  was  higher  at 
41.07%  than  in  October  last  although  the  number  taking  meals  was 
80  less  than  in  October,  1950.  This  might  point  to  the  fact  that 
those  children  who  stayed  to  the  school  dinner  had  more  resistance 
to  illness. 

762  children  were  provided  with  meals  free  of  charge. 

REPORT  OF  THE  ORGANIZERS  OF  PHYSICAL 

EDUCATION 

I  am  pleased  to  present  the  following  report  which  has  been 
submitted  by  the  Organizers  of  Physical  Education  for  1950: — 

It  is  pleasing  to  report  satisfactory  progress  in  all  branches  of 
physical  education  throughout  the  year  under  review.  The  primary 
departments  show  steady  progress  and  continue  to  outdistance  the 
secondary  schools  in  the  development  of  modern  methods.  This 
is  undoubtedly  to  be  expected  since  the  continuation  of  the  present- 
day  type  of  training  into  the  work  with  older  children  depends 
entirely  on  the  facilities  available  for  that  training,  and  the  appoint¬ 
ment  of  teachers  with  specialist  qualifications  to  carry  it  out.  Until 
such  time  as  the  new  schools  are  built,  providing  gymnasia  and 
playing  fields,  progress  will  be  handicapped  in  secondary  schools. 
Efforts  have  been  made,  however,  to  overcome  some  of  these  diffi¬ 
culties  by  concentrating  on  outdoor  games  and  athletic  training. 
Courses  in  these  subjects  have  been  held  for  teachers  during  the 
year. 

Primary  Schools.  The  primary  schools  have  been  supplied 
with  as  much  apparatus  as  funds  will  permit  but  unfortunately  the 
heavy  cuts  in  the  current  year’s  estimates  for  physical  education 
retarded  the  supply  of  new  equipment  to  certain  schools.  Lack 
of  suitable  storage  rooms  for  equipment  has  led  to  heavier  costs  for 
maintenance.  Schools  have  been  encouraged  to  submit  plans  for 
store-rooms  where  the  necessary  space  is  available. 
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It  has  been  possible  to  purchase  small  quantities  of  tubular 
steel  off  permit  and  climbing  frames  made  of  this  material  have 
been  planned.  Greater  supplies  of  games  equipment  have  been 
made  available  and  the  older  children  have  shown  marked  improve¬ 
ment  in  games’  skills. 

National  dancing  has  become  a  popular  subject  with  boys  and 
girls  in  some  schools.  Exchange  visits  of  dancing  teams  between 
schools  have  proved  an  instructive  and  enjoyable  experiment.  The 
teachers  are  to  be  congratulated  on  their  enterprise,  especially  in 
the  schools  where  costumes  have  been  made  to  suit  particular  forms 
of  dancing.  Great  assistance  has  been  given  by  the  local  repre¬ 
sentative  of  the  English  Eolk-Dancing  Society. 

Secondary  Schools.  In  the  schools  where  specialist  teachers 
have  been  appointed  there  has  been  a  definite  improvement  in  the 
standard  of  physical  education;  but,  as  already  mentioned,  the 
secondary  departments  suffer  more  in  physical  education  through 
lack  of  facilities.  Outdoor  activities  have  been  encouraged,  especially 
the  training  and  coaching  for  major  games.  Head  Teachers  have 
made  this  possible  by  re-organising  time-tables  to  reduce  the  number 
of  children  attending  the  organised  games  periods.  Training 
courses  have  been  held  for  teachers  and  greater  supplies  of  equip¬ 
ment  have  been  provided.  In  time  the  success  of  this  training  will 
raise  the  general  standard  of  games’  performance  and  improve  the 
ability  of  representative  teams  (though  this  is  of  secondary  im¬ 
portance). 

Again,  however,  the  cost  of  this  development  and  the  main¬ 
tenance  of  the  apparatus  has  been  considerable  and  economies 
have  enforced  smaller  quantities  and  lower  standards  of  equipment 
than  has  been  desired. 

Playing  Fields.  The  lack  of  school  playing  fields  hinders  the 
work  in  games  training  to  a  very  great  extent.  The  visits  to  the 
public  parks  are  enjoyed  and  appreciated  but  their  use  and  design, 
primarily  for  adults,  presents  difficulties  for  coaching  school- 
children.  The  existing  school  fields,  especially  The  Grove,  have 
been  improved  and  developed  as  much  as  finances  will  allow,  and 
the  children  have  enjoyed  many  hours  of  training  and  recreation. 
A  great  deal  of  work  has  been  done  by  the  Groundsmen  to  improve 
the  playing  fields  and  to  provide  more  extensive  facilities  for  athletic 
training  and  cricket.  At  the  Palmer  Playing  Eield,  two  concrete 
cricket  wickets  have  been  laid  by  the  pupils  of  the  George  Palmer 
Junior  School  of  Building. 

Much  experimental  work  has  been  done  to  determine  the  most 
suitable  sizes  of  playing  pitches  and  games  equipment  for  school- 
children. 

(It  is  unfortunate  that  games  facilities  for  girls  are  not  so 
extensive  as  those  for  boys.  In  this  the  lack  of  tennis  courts  is  most 
evident.  Suggestions  have  been  made  to  provide  hard  tennis  courts 
at  Palmer  Playing  Field  and  it  is  hoped  that  they  will  receive  favour¬ 
able  consideration  when  next  year’s  estimates  are  under  review). 


92 


Clothing.  A  notable  feature  in  the  physical  training  and  games 
lessons  has  been  the  improvement  in  the  general  turn-out  of  the 
pupils.  The  help  given  by  supplying  gym  shoes  and  shorts  has 
enabled  the  schools  to  raise  the  standards  of  personal  hygiene  among 
the  children  of  all  ages.  Greater  numbers  of  children  have  pro¬ 
vided  themselves  with  suitable  clothing  and  footwear  for  games  and, 
in  view  of  economies,  this  has  been  encouraged  as  much  as  possible. 

Swimming.  The  general  standard  of  swimming  has  continued 
to  improve  throughout  the  year.  Teachers  and  instructors  deserve 
the  highest  praise  for  their  efforts  in  maintaining  the  enthusiasm 
of  the  children  during  the  poor  weather  of  the  summer  months.  The 
closure  of  one  outdoor  bath  curtailed  the  swimming  programme  but, 
in  time,  the  improvements  being  carried  out  at  the  various  Baths, 
especially  the  heating  of  the  water,  should  encourage  and  make 
possible  still  greater  attendances  at  the  swimming  lessons. 

Five  teachers  have  passed  the  Elementary  examination  of  the 
Amateur  Swimming  Association  and  further  training  is  being 
arranged  for  them  before  taking  the  Advanced  award. 

Courses.  Training  courses  in  all  branches  of  the  work  have 
been  conducted.  Classes  have  been  held  in  many  primary  schools 
throughout  the  town,  concentrating  on  the  development  of  the 
uses  of  portable  apparatus. 

General  courses  have  been  held  in  dancing,  athletic  training, 
games  and  swimming.  Teachers  have  been  advised  and  encouraged 
to  attend  various  holiday  courses  to  further  their  knowledge  of  this 
work.  , 

In  conclusion,  the  Organisers  wish  to  thank  the  Committee 
and  its  Officers,  Head  Teachers  and  their  staff  for  their  guidance 
and  support  throughout  the  year. 
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CHILD  GUIDANCE  CLINIC 

The  following  figures  relate  to  Reading  children  who  attended 
this  Clinic: — 

No.  of  cases  brought  forward  from  previous 
year  . , '  .  .  .  .  . .  97 

No.  of  new  cases  referred  ..  ..  118 

No.  of  cases  re-opened  during  the  year  . .  22 

Total  No.  of  cases  seen  for  consultation  and 

treatment  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  242 

No.  of  cases  closed  ..  ..  ..  118 

After  consultation  and  advice  only  .  .  63 

No.  of  cases  treated  and  closed — 

Adjusted  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  8 

Improved  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  23 

No  change  .  .  .  .  .  .  3 

Prematurely  closed  .  .  .  .  .  .  5 

Closed  after  advice  and  supervision  .  .  2 

No.  of  cases  closed  not  seen  .  .  .  .  14 

No.  of  attendances — 

For  consultation  only  .  .  .  .  144 

Intelligence  test  only  .  .  .  .  .  .  18 

Treatment  interviews  only,  including 

remedial  coaching  .  .  .  .  907 

No.  of  children  admitted  to  hostels  for  malad¬ 
justed  children  .  .  . .  .  .  14 
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